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THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF TRAWSFER STUDENTS ADMITTED
TO THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 1S EVALUATED. PART I
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SEPTEMBER 1963 AND COVERS A SIX-SEMESTER STUDY PERIOD OF THE
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OUT-OF-STATE RESIDENTS, AND TRANSFERS FROM MISSISSIPPI JUNIOR
COLLEGES. PART III CONSIDERS 1,610 TRANSFER STUDENTS ADMITTED
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THIS SECTION PROVIDES DATA ON THE COMPOSITION OF TRANSFER
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FOREWORD

The principal objective of this study is to provide
data which will yield evaluations of certain elements of
academic performance of transfer students admitted to the
University of Mississippi.

Parts I and II of this three-part study relate to
306 transfer students admitted to the University of

Mississippi in September 1963 and is a six-semester report

of the academic performance of the group when separated by:

1. Transfer cumulative grade-noint average,

2. Class standing at time of admission and by
transfer cumulative grade-point average,

3. Home residence and transfer cumulative GPA,

4. Mississippi junior college transfer students
by transfer cumulative GPA.

The study group for Part III is composed of 1,610
transfer students admitted to the University during the
period September 1963 through February 1966. The prin-
cipal objective of Part III is to provide data on the
composition of transfer students--especially with regard
to the number and percentage entering each School or the

College of Liberal Arts--when separated according to

transfer cumulative grade-point average.
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It was not the purpose in the narrative part of this
report to exhaust the facts and implications that may be
drawn from the data as presented in the tables. Rather,
only the main findings have been highlighted, and the
reader may make additional interpretations of the data
according to his desires for information in his particular
area.

Two ratios were developed--one, the Academic Ratio,
establishes '"pass-fail" relationships for work attempted
at the University of Mississippi whether or not a person
withdrew from the University of Mississippi; and a second,
the University Ratio, establishes '""'pass-fail' relation-
ships for students who, if "passing'", did not withdraw
ekcept for graduation, but rather remained at the University
of Mississippi during the period of this study. The ratios
are presented as a method of summarizing and evaluating
group performance, and as a supplementary means of comparing

overall academic performance between groups.

John E. Phay
A. D. McCary
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INTRODUCTION

This three-part study provides certain pertinent
enrollment and performance data of transfer students who
were admitted to the University of Mississippi during
the period September 1963 through February 1966.

Parts I and II are primarily concerned with
longitudinal analyses of scho.astic achievement, persistence,

attrition, and graduation among transfer students admitted

to the University at the beginning of the fali semester, 1963.

Part III is primarily concerned with enrcllment data of
transfer students who entered the University at arytime
during the period which started with the fail semester,
1963-64 and terminated with the spring semester, 1965-66.
The period of the study for each report begins with
the fall semester, 1963 and ends with the beginning of the
fall semester, 1966. Additional information relating to
the nature of the studies and to the compositioa of the
study groups in Parts I, II, and III may be found in the

statements which precede each par. of the study.




Definition of Terms Used

Attrition. Attrition is the term used to denote

losses in enrollment, except through graduation, and is

reported for defined performance periods.

Mississippi Junior College Transfer Students. Parts II

and III include a group composed of students identified as
Mississippi junior college transfer students. The students
who compose this group were those who had earned transfer
credit at a single Mississippi (public or private) junior
college--irrespective of their home residences. Excluded
were those students who had attended two or more institutions
of higher learning prior to their initial admission to the

University.

Performance Period. A performance period is a

designated period of time over which an evaluation is made

of one or more of the characteristics being measured.

Persistence. Persistence, as used in this study,

is the per cent of students remainring at a designated time
following a performance period or following the period of

the study.

Transfer Student. The term '"transfer student'" in

this study means those students who were classified as
full-time students for one or more semesters in an insti-
tution of higher learning prior to their initial admission

as undergraduate, full-time students at the University of

i e M TR
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Mississippi. Included in the study are all undergraduate
transfer students who entered the University of Mississippi
as full-time new students, September 1963 through February
1965, except those in the following classifications:

(a) auditor; (b) fifth year Pharmacy student; (c) special
student; (d; transient student; and (e) those who had earned
transfer credit only through summer coursework, extension,

or other part-time study.

Ratios

Academic Ratio. The Academic Ratio "A" is the ratio

of the number of students with satisfactory academic
progress to the number of students with unsatisfactory
academic progress. The "A" ratio is as follows:

A= (G+8)
F

where:

G is the number who graduated from the University

during the study period,

S is the number (excluding those in G) who maintained
a University cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher, whether or
not they remained at the University of Mississippi until
the end of the study period,

F is the number (excluding those in G) who maintained

a University cumulative GPA less than 2.00.

For convenience in making comparisons between subgroups,

equivalent academic ratios are shown with one unit denominators.
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University Ratio. The University Ratio "U'" is the

ratio of the sum of the students who graduated and those

who persisted at the end of the study period with a
University cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher, to the number
of students with unsatisfactory academic progress. It
differs from the "A" ratio in that those students who with-
drew from the University with passing grades (2.00 or higher)
are not included. The "U" (University) ratio is as follows:

U= _(G+ P)
F

where:

G and F are the same measures as defined for the

Academic Ratio,

P is the number who were persisting at the University

of Mississippi at the end of the study period and passing,
i.e., having a University cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher.

(Students who withdrew passing are not included.)

For convenience in comparing the performance of

subgroups, University ratios are also given with one unit

(F = 1) denominators.




PARTS I AND I

UNDERGRADUATE TRANSFER STUDENTS
ADMITTED SEPTEMBER 1963

Introduction

A meaningful evaluation of academic performance
necessitates the application of a longitudinal study
which reports qualitative measures of certain relevant
performance characteristics. For this reason, Parts I
and II were designed to emphasize measures of persistence
and attrition in terms of the scholastic achievement of
the study group during, and following, a three-year study
period.

In Part I, the transfer students admitted (N = 306)

to the University of Mississippi in September 1963 were

separated for study on the basis of earned transfer cumu-

lative grade-point averages. Each student was classified
into a subgroup according to one of the following transfer,
cumulative, grade-point ranges: 0.00 - 1.49; 1.50 - 1.99;
2.00 - 2.49; and 2.50 - 4.00. In order to permit investi-
gation of academic performance within traditional dichot-
omous categories, additional data are given for GPA ranges
of 0.00 - 1.99 and 2.00 - 4.00.

In Part II, study groups were formed on the basis of
classification within one or more of the following cate-
gories:

1. Transfers from junior and senior institutions
who were admitted as Mississippi residents,




2. Transfers from junior and senior institutions
who were admitted as out-of-state residents,

3. Transfers from Mississippi junior colleges.
The students in each transfer classification were

further separated into subgroups on the basis of the fol-

lowing elements of performance are reported:

1. Attrition by performance period and
cumulative attrition,

2. Attrition for the entire study period
among students with University cumu-
lative grade-point averages of less
than 2.00,

3. Cumulative graduation and graduation
by performance period,

4. Total persistence and persistence among
students who maintained a University
grade-point average of 2.00 or higher,

5. Number and per cent of students with
transfer grade-point averages that are
less than the grade-point averages they
earned at the University of Mississippi.

Data are presented to allow consideration of the

academic performance of students with transfer cumulative

GPA in the 1.50 - 1.99 range--particularly with regard to

sity cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher, A summary of the
principal findings for each part is followed by the pre-

sentation of tabular data for the part.

lowing transfer cumulative grade-point ranges: 0.00 -1.99;

1.50 - 1.99; and 2.00 - 4.00. For Parts I and II the fol-

the subgroup composed of students who maintained a Univer-
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Summary Statements--Part I

The statements below relate to a study of the academic
performance of 306 undergraduate transfer students admitted
to the University of Mississippi September 1963 and followed

in this study through September 1966.

Information In Tables I - XII

Tables I and II show, respectively, the composition
of the study group by sex, mean semester hours attempted
prior to transfer, and initial distribution in the Schools
or College of Liberal Arts at the University.

Table III reports cumulative grade-poiﬁt averages for
coursework completed at the University during the study
period and accounts for the number and percentage from the

~ the first semester (1963)

[

study group who withdrew duri:
while passing fifty per cent or more of the coursework
attempted.

Tables IV - V and VI - VII are, respectively, reports
of attrition and graduation for the study group when sepa-
rated on the basis of transferred cumulative grade-point
average.

Tables VIII - XI, respectively, are summaries of the
academic performance of freshmen, sophomores, juniors and
seniors when classified according to number of semester
hours attempted at transfer institutions. Table XII sum-
marizes the academic performance of the entire study group
and was used as the basis for the statements presented in

"A" through "E" below.




A.

B.

For the entire study group of 306 transfer students:

1. Forty-two per cent (128) had withdrawn from
the University by the end of the three-year
study period. (See Table XII, Col. 5)

a. Twenty-four per cent (74) withdrew with
University cumulative GPA of less than
2.00. (Col. 3)

b. Eighteen per cent (54) withdrew with
Uniyersity cumulative GPA of 2.00 or
higher at the time of their withdrawal.

(Col. 5 - Col. 3)

2. Forty-five per cent (138) graduated from the
University during the study period. (Col. 11)

3. Thirteen per cent (40) were persisting at the
end of the study period (Col. 7 - Col. 11)
but only five per cent (16) were persisting
with a University cumulative GPA of 2.00 or
higher. (Col. 9 - Col. 11)

For the 30 transfer students with transfer

cuinulative GPA in the 0.00 - 1.49 range:

1. Approximately sixty-seven per cent (20) had
withdrawn from the University by the end of
the three-year study period.

a. Fifty per cent (15) withdrew with
University cumulative GPA of less than

2.00.




b. Seventeen per cent (5) withdrewtwith
University GPA of 2.00 or higher at the
time of their withdrawal.

2. Three per cent (1) graduated from the Univer-
sity during the study period.

3. Thirty per cent (9) were persisting at the
end of the study period but only ten per cent
(3) had a cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher.

For the 75 transfer students admitted with transfer

cumulative GPA in the 1.50 - 1.99 range:

1. Sixty per cent (45) had withdrawn from the
University by the end of the three-year study
period.

a. Forty-five per cent (34) withdrew with
University cumulative GPA less than 2.00.

b. Fifteen per cent (11) withdrew with
University GPA of 2.00 or higher at the-
time of their withdrawal.

2. Twenty-eight per cent (21) graduated from the
University during the study period.

3. Twelve per cent (9) were persisting at the
end of the study period but only five per
cent (4) had a University cumulative GPA of
2.00 or higher.

For the 95 transfer students with transfer

cumulative GPA in the 2.00 - 2.49 range:

1. Thirty-four per cent (32) had withdrawn from

the University by the end of the study period.
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a. Twenty-one per cent (20) withdrew with
University cumulative GPA less than 2.00.
b. Thirteen per cent (12) withdrew with a
University cumulative GPA of 2.00 or
higher at the time of their with-
drawal.
2. Forty-eight per cent (46) graduated from the
University during the study period.
3. Eighteen per cent (17) were persisting at
the end of the study period but only five

per cent (5) had a University cumulative

GPA of 2.00 or higher.

E. For the 106 transfer students admitted with
transfer cumulative GPA in the 2.50 - 4.00
range:

1. Twenty-nine per cent (31) had withdrawn
from the University by the end of the study
period.

a. Five per cent (5) withdrew with Univer-
sity cumulative GPA of less than 2.00.

b. Twenty-five per cent (26) withdrew with
University cumulative GPA of 2.00 or
higher at the time of their with-
drawal.

2. Sixty-six per cent (70) graduated from the

University during the study period.
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3. Five per cent (5) were persisting at the end
of the study period but only four per cent
(4) were persisting with University cumu-

lative GPA of 2.00 cr higher.

Information In Tables XIII - XIV--Ratios*

A. The Academic Ratio.

The ratio of the number of students with
satisfactory academic performance to the number
of students with unsatisfactory academic perfor-
mance--the "A" ratio--ranged from .4/1 for stu-

dents with cumulative GPA of 0.00 - 1.49, to

16.7/1 for students admitted with cumulative
GPA of 2.50 - 4.00. The ratio for each succes-
sive GPA range was approximately twice that of

the lower adjacent range with the exception of

the ratio comparison of the 2.00 - 2.49 range
with the 2.50 - 4.00 range. The academic ratio
of the latter group was in excess of eight times
that of the former group.

The "A" ratio of .75/1 or 3/4 for the 0.00 -
1.99 transfer cumulative range may be interpreted
to mean, that, for the sample used, three out of
seven students admitted with unsatisfactory per-
formance at transfer institutions either gradu-
ated from the University or maintained a Univer-
sity cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher while in

attendance at the University.

*See pages 3 and 4 for formulae.




The "A" ratio of 4.3/1 for the 2.00 - 4.00
range may be interpreted to mean that approxi-
mately four out of five students admitted with
satisfactory performance at transfer institutions
either graduated or maintained a University cumu-
lative GPA of 2.00 or higher while in attendance
at the University of Mississippi.

A similar interpretation may be applied to
the "A" ratio of 2.1/1 for the total study group.
The University Ratio.

The ratio of the sum of the students who
graduated and those who persisted at the end of
the study period with University GPA of 2.00 or
higher, to the number of students with unsatis-
factory academic progress--the '"U" ratio--ranged
from .2/1 or 1/5 for the 0.00 - 1.! ~PA range
to 12.3/1 for the 2.50 - 4.00 GPA range.

The "U" ratio of each succeeding GPA range
was approximately three times that of the lower
adjacent range with the exception of the com-
parison of the "U" ratio of the 2.00 - Z2.49
range with that of the 2.50 - 4.00 range. The
"U" ratio of the latter range was approximately
eight times that of the former.

Considering the "U'" ratio as a fair estimate
of total University of Mississippi graduates to

be produced from the group to an estimate of the

total who will not graduate from the University




because of grade deficiencies during the period

of the enrollment, it may be estimated that:

(a) Within those students admitted with
unsatisfactory (0.00 - 1.99) transfer
cumulative GPA--for each student who
graduates, there will be twc students
who apparently will not graduate from
the University because of grade-point
deficiencies. (U = .5/1 or 1/2)

(b) Within those students admitted with
satisfactory (2.00 - 4.00) transfer
cumulative GPA--for every fhree
students who graduate, there will be
one student who apparently will not
graduate from the University because

of grade-point deficiency during the

period of enrollment. (U 3.3/1)
The reader is reminded that this University Ratio,

"U", excludes those students who withdrew from the

University with a satisfactory (2.00 or higher) Univer-

sity cumulative GPA average.

Tables I - XIV which furnish the above information

and a great deal more, follow and conclude Part I,
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Summary Statements--Part II

The statements below relate to a second study of the
academic performance of 306 undergraduate transfer students
admitted to the University of Mississippi September 1963
and followed in the study through September 1966. In Part
II the study group was separated into subgr.ups entitled:
(1) Mississippi residents, (2) Out-of-state residents, and

(3) Transfers from Mississippi junior colleges.

Information In Tables XV - XXI

Table XV is used to describe the transfer students by
sex while Table XVI describes them by College or Schools
attended at the University of Mississippi. Both tables
show the transferred cumulative grade-point averages. Tables
XVII - XVIII and XIX - XX show, by sem3ster performance
periods while at the University of Mississippi, attrition and
graduation, respectively, for the transier students.

Table XXI has numerous informative items from which
may be taken or deduced all of the information for the
residence groups and junior college group necessary to show
the disposition of the 306 transfer students who entered the
University of Mississippi in September 1963. Similar state-
ments in "A", "B'", and "C" which follow, show the disposition
of the in-state, out-of-state and junior college transfer
students. Listed in the "A'" section are the appropriate
column(s) of Table XXI which indicate where the information

presented may be found.




A.

B.
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For the 227 transfer students identified as Mississippit

residents: (See Table XXI, Col. 2)

1. Forty per cent (91) had withdrawn from the Univer-
sity by the end of the three-year study period.
(Col. 5)

a. Twenty-two per cent (51) withdrew with Univer-
sity cumulative GPA of less than 2.00. (Col. 3)

b. Eighteen per cent (40) withdrew with University
cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher during the
study period. (Col. 5 - Cul. 3)

2. Forty-seven per cent (107) graduated from the
University during the study period. (Col. 11)

3, Thirteen per cent (29) were persisting at the
end of the study (Col. 7 - Col. 11) but only
four per cent (10) were persisting with a Univer-
sity cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher. (Col. 9 -
Col. 11)

For the 79 transfer students identified as out-of-

state residents:

1. Forty-seven per cent (37) had withdrawn f:om
the University by the end of the three-year
study period.

a. Twenty-nine per cent (23) withdrew witl
University cumulative GPA of less than 2.30.

b. Eighteen per cent (14) withdrew with Univer-
sity cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher during

the study period.




30

2. Thirty-nine per cent (31) graduated from the
University during the study period.

3. Fourteen per cent (1l1) were persisting at the
end of the study but only eight per cent (6)
were persisting with a University cumulative
GPA of 2.00 or higher.

C. For the 112 students identified as transfers from

Mississippi junior colleges:

1. Forty-two per cent (47) had withdrawn from the
University by the end of the three-year study
period.

a. Thirty-one per cent (35) withdrew with
University cumulative GPA of less than 2.00.

b. Eleven per cent (12) withdrew with Univer-
sity cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher
during the study period.

2. Forty-six per cent (52) graduated from the
University during the study period.

3. Twelve per cent (13) were persisting at the
end of the study but only four per cent (4)
were persisting with a University cumulafive

GPA of 2.00 or higher.

Information In Tables XXII - XXIII--Ratios

As in Part I, the Academic and University ratios are
presented in Part II and the reader is referred to Part I

for the description of the ratios.




31 |

The Academic Ratio "A'" ranged from a low of .4/1 for
Mississippi junior college transfers with transfer GPA in the
1.50 - 1.99 range, to 5.8/1 for transfers classified as out-
of-state residents with transfer GPA in the 2.00 - 4.00 range.

The transfer students classified as Mississippi residents,
2.00 - 4.00 GPA, attained the highest (2.2/1) academic ratio,
followed by out-of-state residents and Mississippi junior col-
lege transfers with ratios of 1.8/1 and 1.5/1, respectively.

It might be expected that the two ratios would produce

results of approximately the same relative ratios when applied

to the same subgroups. By comparing the two tables only
slight changes in position will be noted. Again in the "U"
ratio for thé 2.00 - 4.00 GPA students, Mississippi residents
lead with a 1.7/1 ratio, with out-of-state residents having
a 1.3/1 ratio which in this instance is the same as that of
the junior college group.
A comparison of the rates of performance of students with
transfer GPA of less than 2.00 and those with GPA of 2.00 or
higher was made and for those with less than 2.00 GPA it was
found:
1. Total attrition: Twice that of those with GPA of
2.00 or higher,

2. "Failing'" attrition (withdrawing with a GPA less
than 2.00): Four times that of those with GPA of
2.00 or higher,

3. Graduation: One-third that of those with GPA of

2.00 or higher.

Tables XV - XXIII follow.
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PART III
UNDERGRADUATE TRANSFER STUDENTS ADMITTED--
SEPTEMBER 1963 THROUGH FEBRUARY 1966

The study group for Part III consists of 1,610
transfer students admitted to the University during the
period September 1963 through February 1966. The purpose
of this section of the report is to provide descriptive
data relating to the initial enrollment of transfer
students by:

1. Admission period by GPA (Table XXIV),

2. Admission period by College or Schools (Table XXV),

3. Transfer cumulative grade-point average by
College of Schools (Table XXVI).

It also provides data which permit comparisons of the
scholastic performance of students who entered at the begin-
ning of the first semesters with those entering second semes-
ters. The study period terminated at the beginning of the
fall semester 1966 and thus some students have a full six
semester record at the University of Mississippi while the
last to enter (Spring semester 1966) have only a one semes-
ter record. Table XXVII should be interpreted with this

limitation in mind.

Information In Tables XXIV - XXVII

Table XXIV shows that there were 1,135 transfer students
whose residence was Mississippi that transferred to the
University of Mississippi during the three year period of the

study. A look at the total for each group shows that the
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number of transferred students increased yearly. Also the
ratio of students admitted with a 2.00 or better GPA was
about two to one in comparison with those admitted with a
lesser GPA.

In Table XXV, the number of transfer students entering
the University of Mississippi, by semester or summer session,
may be seen according to the College or Schools entered for
the three years of the study period.

From Table XXVI, comparisons may be made of the quality
cf transfer students, as measured by GPA, for each School or
College. Also each School can tell whether it secures its
best transfer students from in-state, out-of-state, or junior
college transfers generally. For example, in the College of
Liberal Arts the number of transfer students from Mississippi
with a GPA of 2.00 or higher was 297 while the number below
this GPA range was 114; on the other hand, the out-of-state
residents numbered nearly the same, 107 to 100, respectively,
and for the junior colleges, the ratio was about four to
one with one-half having a GPA of 2.00 or higher and only
27 below this average.

The scholastic performance of students, by semester
admitted to the University is shown in Table XXVII. Column
3 shows that 65 per cent of the 1,159 students admitted the
first semesters had a GPA of 2.00 or higher while 35 per
cent had a GPA of less than 2.00. Column 9 shows that for
the 324 students admitted the second semesters, 54.32 per

cent had a GPA of 2.00 or higher while 45.68 per cent had
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less than this. Columns 5 and 11 show that as far as aca-
demic performance at the University of Mississippi was
concerned, the same per cent prevailed for the total group
of both the first and second semesters admission. In

each group 44 per cent made less than a 2.00 GPA.

Compared with GPA's earned at institutions from whence
students transferred, about 62 per cent of those admitted
during a first semester and about 53 per cent of those
admitted the second semester made a lesser GPA at the
University of Mississippi (Columns 7 and 13).

Tables XXIV - XXVII follow.
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CONCLUSIONS

The reader may draw a number of conclusions from the
Summary Statements previously given in this report. The
authors thought, however, that certain conclusions might
serve a worthy purpose and these are given below:

1. Even though the cumulative grade-point average
of transfer students earned at the University tends to
be lower than the grade-point average transferred,
scholastic performance in the two instances seem to
be related--study groups with higher transfer GPA main-
tained higher University GPA and moreover, each succes-
sively higher GPA category produced less attrition and
higher graduation rates.

2. The performance of the vast majority of
students with transfer cumulative GPA less than 2.00
may be rated as unsatisfactory.

3. The grade< received by transfer out-of-state
residents appear more closely related to grades received
at the University of Mississippi than do the correspon-
ding grades for Mississippi residents which usually are
higher from the transferring institutions.

4. For out-of-state transfer students with
transfer cumulative GPA of 2.00 or higher, attrition
rates are no greater for those who are ''passing' at the
University than are attrition rates among the correspon-
ding Mississippi students. This implies that this cate-

gory of out-of-state students, once enrolled in the




University, is no more likely to transfer to another
institution or withdraw for any reason, than is the
native counterpart.

5. Students classified as junior college transfers
when viewed in terms of the percentage graduated or pro-
ceeding satisfactorily toward graduation performed as

well as other groups.




