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SPECIAL EDUCATION FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN

IN TEXAS

V.5. DEMGTMENT OF HEALTH, ENUCATION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCATION
WHAT IT IS
TS DOCUMENT NAS DEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE
4 Definition PERSON OR ORGANZATION ORIGNATING IT. POWITS OF VIEW OR OPIINONS
4 Law Establishing Special Education STATED 0 NOY KICESSARLY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDVCATION
4 Children Eligible for Special Education POSITION OR POLICY.

4 Physically Handicapped
4 Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing

A Speech HKandicapped

A

A

4 A Blind and Partially Sighted
A

A

4 Educable Mentally Retarded
4 4 Trainable Mentally Retarded
A A Emotionally Disturbed

MOV IT DEVELOPED

A 1945
A 1949

A 1951

»

1957

»

1959
A 1961
A 1963

A 1965

TEA-208-900-1468-8-350 S R

Educable Mentally Retarded, Blind and Deaf

lni;tial Program for. Physically and Speech Handicapped

Minimum Foundation School Program Law Enacted

Trainable Mentally Retarded
Preschool-Age Deaf
“Zounty-Wide Day Schools for Deaf

Emedonally Disturbed
Extension of Program for Physically Handicapped to Include Brain-Injured
Extension of Age Limit for Exceptional Children (18~21 years)

Extension of Program for Emotionally Disturbed to Twenty Units

Provision of Textbooks and Teaching Materials for Blind and Partially
Sighted Children '

Provision of Transportation Cost Allotment to Local School Districts for
Exceptional Children (Effective 1967-68)

Extension of Age Limit for Deaf-Blind Children (17-21 years)

HOW IT FUNCTIONS

4 ldentification of Pupils
4 Local Plan’ .
4 Application fur Unit(s)
A A Units and Formula
4 Approval of Uni(s) (TEA) A
& Provision of Ciassroom Facilities
A Certification of Teachers
A Coordination of Services
A A Vocational Rehsbilitation
A A Child Welfare
& & Psychiatric Services, etc.

~ WHAT IT OFFERS

& Special Classss
; ‘smﬁ"mﬁm L
V% Adapeed and.Adjusted Cumiculum "
- 7. ' Special Equipmenr . - .
S e aSpecial Supplies .
. fromthe Division of Special Education
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TEXAS EDUCATIONJ‘AGENCY

Don L. Partridge
Director, Special Education

Mrs. Irene Wesmoreland
Ciief Consultant
Physically Handicopped

o Teacher Certificates
o Number Envolled

© Related Programs under Title I.

STATE BOARD COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION STATE DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION " Deputy Commissioner OF EDUCATION
TEXTBOOK DIVISION DIVISION OF { ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR
INSTRUCTIONAL |- VOCATIONAL RENABILITATION
Suppiles Textbosks MEDIA A AND SPECIAL EDUCATION
?n;nn '.om"h” N | . umg:#ou TEXAS
n the use che \ .’
ing aids ard materials RN o Division Ay
S~ ~———— A < Cooperative Por Lisloon
Program ond Refovel
DIVISION OF RESEARCH DIVISION OF TEXAS
o Assists in Collecting ’ﬁmul:::
. Statistical Dat S$PECIAL EDUCATION o Uleloon
ond Relorrel
OIVISION OF AUDIT — DIVISION OF FINANCE
Avdits ) @ Assists in Unit Approval
o Units oparating vs Units mvnml;'comw ENSATORY | | o Allocates Funds
approved Teacher

Operational Expense
Extented Program

o Proof of Pupil Eligibility

SCHOOL ACCREDITATION AND
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

DIVISION OF

CEPTIFICATION

Check for:
Typas of Units Approved

DUT DF STATE PROGRAM FOR
DEAP-BLIND AND BLIND-APHASIC

Qualifications of Teachers
Number Enro!led

Physical Facilities

Proof of Pupil Eligibility
e Psychological Studies
o Medical Report

o Parent Permission slip
e Placement Committes

Recommendation
Emphasize the:
Development of an accept- l LOCAL SCHOOL PROGRAM
able instructional program L

Submits local plln for approval X

Makes lpplucmon for units each year

Secures certified teacher :
|
Coordinates program '

/ | supumruuoeut

Determines naed by survey, screening and bllcment cbmittee recommendations

A

Provides physical faciiities and specillized equipment

ELEMENTARY JMO! HIGH - SENIOR HIGH
. WUS - CAMPUS CANPUS .

SPECIAL !DUCATION .

{ssues certificates in:
Deficient Vision
Physically Handicapped
Deaf
Deficient Hearing
Mentally Retarded
Speech Correction

Ludrick W. Linkous
Chief Consultant
Emotionally Disturbed

James Low
Consultant
Mentally Retarded

Mrs. Sidyl Gholson
Consuliant
Speech and Hearing Therapy

Mrs. Melba Jackson
Consuliant
Mentally Retarded

James H. lorter
Consultant
Mentally Retarded

Carl:on O. Wainscott
Consuliant
Mentally Retarded

Vacancy
Consultarit

- Visually Handicapped

Miss Rita Donalanon
Consultant
Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Don Weston

Consultant

Teacher Education and
Scholarships

Miss Joyce Johnson

Secretary - ' a

e g i o o e o

Miss Virginia Dudley
Stenographer

PRE-SCHOOL-AGE |— — — = —
OEAP g :

] VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

CWNSILDR

° wam Counsﬂing lnq
" Guidsnce for:

| Teoener - Student. 'e«.&a ’
e mﬁ-mrmnum for -

'_1. mn‘: i Locating Onsthe-Job

N WTS MI COMI!NA‘I'!ON, COOPIRATWI

B BT TR ‘
"} PARTIALLY SIGHTED = 4=8-16-10

DEAF/SEVERELY mn.or-mmnd
 School Age = dobeliald
; Pu-uiut Age = M—lz-i

MENTALLY RETARDED
‘1 - Educable = §=ld=14"
5 Tfilllllo - H-M»l‘

- emomionatLy mmmu i
1 10'= Seltcantained cumm
3 1_:;.'5;,-15 mmm noéu

‘3 amuu.v NMDlCAPPED
_-:Schogltoom = d=f=14-14 -
T Hospital - 4=8<14~10°
. Homebound = 4=7<12-9 -
.lull ln]uud - 4-!-14-10

o SPEECH AND HEARIM THERAPY
30—60-“0%“”

‘Nlubcn uquinl by % wnit; one mm.',,._ :
. __‘tw mn, uclu unit llurufm' S

RS P

oo oo

—-——-- -{ wosPITAL [~ =

Approves Applications for
New Units

Visits New Units

Makes Program Review

1 Visits by Requests

-Workshops in Schools and Colieges
Develops Curriculum Malrials
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) Appmval of "Spcch.v"l. Educaﬂon units

. Approval of continuing and dditional special

INTRODUCTION

| Approximately 13 per cent of school pupils deviate froihn-the so:called “normal” child and require the

services of special education teachers and other school personnel. Sonie of these children are physi-
cally handicapped ~ blind, deaf, epileptic, crippled, neurologically impaired or have speech problems.

. Some differ mentally ~ either retarded or accelerated in intellectual develqpment..‘some are emotionally

disturbed and others socially maladjusted (behavior prbb@ema). |
All of these are exceptional children and require special services in order to develop to their inaximum :
capacity. Texas provides special education for the visually, physically, neurologically and auditorily

- handicapped; the educable and trainable nientally retarded; the speech handicapped; and the emotion-

ally disturbed.
FUNCTION OF PROGRAM
Identification of Pupils

Need for special education is determined by a survey of the local school. Potential candidates are
evaluated by a complete Psychological study (including doctor’s report, school, and personal history)
and recommended for placement by a local Placement Committee. Pupils for speech and heasing are
evaluated and placed by a certified speech and hearing therapist. -

Local Plan

A plan for organizing and administering special education is devéloi:ed by the local school system and
submitted to the Division of Special Education for approval.,

Parents’ Permission

Parents are interviewed regarding the placement of the child ina special education class. If the parents
object, the child remains in his regular class. .

-~

Physical Facilities
A classroom with Qpecialized equipment and supplies is provided by the local school for each unit.
‘Application for Unit

The suﬁerintcndenz{ files an application for all new type special education units (along with a copy of
the local plan) with the Director of the Division of Special Education prior to June 1 each year.

Coiiiinuiug units are; justified on the basis of the number of eligible pupils submitted in the Superin-

tendent’s Annual Report.

Additio.nal units of the same typ‘e'éie jnstiﬁéd through data contained in the Superintendent’s Annual
'RePOI't.‘ » - .

+

-

,‘ipplicutiOnsf‘&r' néiﬁ-typ‘e special education units are reiriewed jointly in the Texas Education Agency

by the Division of Special Education and the Finance Division, If ail substantiating data are in order,
approval of the unit or units is made and the school is notified, - ' ,

educa’ion unitswm be"considered as a part of the Super-

application and finsl spplication for Foundation Funds.

S intendent’s: Repore as it relates to participation in the Foundation Program and is included as a part
" .. of the preliminary T

 Special. education approvals, with the exception of the unit for the hoapitalized o¢ homebousd pupils,
. sre effective at the beginning of each school year. Approval for units for the physically handicapped
- who are taught in a hospital or at home may be made at any time that need is established.

A mipbcincendent may uilize an spproved unit of ose type-for apother type oc combiaation uait; pro-

. vided thie pupils served.ure eligible; the teacher is properlyccrtmed, and a notice of change is sent
. todhe Division of Special Education, 1 ot of chasge bs

" Upon receiving approval for thi¢ peration of a yai in special education the-local school superinteadent .
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SPECIAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM

~ Whatever the type of exceptional condition and wherever the child may be, the primary ocbjective is to
identify the child’s needs and meet them satisfactorily. The general objectives of education for except-
ional children are the same as those for all children. ‘

Vlsual"f HunJlecphod

Sight-saving classes for visually handicapped children emphasize proper cye care and the conservation
of all the vision which thesc children have. In Braille classes the more severely handicapped perform
regular academic work.

Phx:lea”y Handicapped

Physically handicapped children may be taught in school, at home, or in a vhospimi. Instruction is the
same as that provided other children with such modifications as needed because of the child’s paysical
condition. " '

Minimally Broin-Injured

, Minimally Brain-Injured children are provided an instructional program in an educational
setting that will meet the needs of individual children with minima!l beain injury by assist-
ing them to function educationally and emotionally in such a way that they will be prepared
to return either to the regular school program or to a special class program.

Daaf

In addition to their regular acade’m'ic program, deaf and sevezely hard-of-hearing pupils leamn speech read-
- ing. The development of communication skills is emphasized and careful actention is given to the con-
servation of residual hearing.

Deaf-Blind
Deaf-blind pupils are cared for through out-of-state facilities.

. Retarded

Educsole mentally retarded children participate in an instructional program where emphasis is given to
the development of satisfactory social adjustments and relationships, physical competencies, desirable
health habiis, wise use of leisure time, the acceptance of home responsibilities, and the attainment of
economic eificiency. The academic portion of the program is an especially designed one based on seven
sequential levels of development. - -

Thinible mentally recarded children may be expected to benefit ftom training in a group setting designed
to further their social adjustment and economic usefulness in their homes or in a sheltered environment.

" Emotionally disturbed cbildren are provided an instructin~<l ‘program under the suspices of the public
schools that will meet the needs of individual children who ar+ esmotionally disturbed by assisting them
10 function educationally and emotivnally in such n way that they will be prepared to return to the regular

M

Emﬂouclly Disturbed
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-FUNCTION OF DIVISION

The Division of Special Education is under the direction of the Assist=nt Commissioner for Vocational
Rehabilit~ “on and Special Education. It has close ties with th Divisions of Rescarch, Finance, Teacher
Education and Certification, Accreditation, School Audits, Vocational R2habilitation, Textbooks, and Com-
pensatory Education in the Texas Education Agency.

Leadership and Consvlitative Ssrvices

The purpose of the Division of Special Education is to assist the public schoois of Texas develop and
provide the educaticnal services needed by exceptional childrea as provided by law. To echieve this pur-
pose, the Division of Special Education performs functions designated either directly or implied by the
provisions of the Texas statutes. The functions are:

¢ Leadeuhip ¢ ¢ Regulation ¢ ¢ Operction ¢

Leadership includes:

State-wide planning

Consultative services

Public relutions

Workshop participation

Stimulating in-service education of teachers
Preparation of curriculum materials

Regulution includes:

Interpreting the provisions of the state laws in terms of practice
Developing standards and policies as implied by law
Auditing to see that laws, standards, and policies are followed

Operation includes: "

Collecting statistical data (Research Division)

Allocating financial funds for special programs (Finance Division)

Issuing textbooks (Textbook Division)

Providing certain special instructional material and equipment (Braille
and sight-saving books) and tangible apparatus

Staff Orgonization

A director, two chief consultants, eight other consultants, one secretary and one stenographer make up
the staff of the Division of Special Education at the present time. The Director- takes leadership and co-
ordinates the activities of the ataff and is responsible for the effectvveneu of the total state program of
apechl education, ' - :

Ptemt slans lhclude five consultants assigned to specific 'geo;uphical tegions, ench responsible for

B ‘ptom- dmlopmnt and iqmave-m in his'region. The other five consultants (program specislists) are
| e 66 i Stiite-wide basis and are responsible forprogram divelopment in the following areas:
distucbed, (4) teacher tectpltpent und scholarship
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