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COMPLIANCE WITH TITLE VI, CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964

Reviews of the local educational agency pertaining to compliance with
Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964, will be conducted periodically by staff
representatives of the Texas Education Agency. These reviews will cover
at least the following policit s and practices:

1. Enrollment and assignment of students without discrimi-
nation on the ground of race, color, or national origin.

2. Assignment of teachers and other staff without distrimi-
nation on the ground of race, color, or national origin.

3. Non-discriminator) use of iikcilities.

4. Public notice given by the local educational agency to
participants and other citizens of the non-discriminatory
policies and practices in effect by the local agency.

In addition to conducting reviews, Texas Education Agency staff repre-
sentatives will check complaints of non-compliance made by citizens and
will report their findings to the United States Commissioner of Education.
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FORE WORD

Texas schools are committed to the principle of education for all children,
regardless of variance in abilities. The basis for Special Education is found
in the belief that every child is entitled to full recogniticm of his right to
educational opportunity, consistent with his capacity to learn. With this
philosophy, the program of Special Education for exceptional children was
begun in the State of Texas in 1945. Beginning with classes for the physi-
cally end speech handicapped, the program has developed and expanded to
include the retarded, blind, deaf, deaf-blind, minimally brain-injured, and
the pilot program for the emotionally disturbed. Changing concepts in edu-
cation, habilitation, and vocations have created the need for new approaches
with these children and youth. As a result, the ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDE
AND STATE PLAN FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION (1960) has been revised in
an effort to meet these changing needs.

This present bulletin, STATE PLAN FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION (1965),
has been prepared and revised to include information for local school ad-
ministrators relative to policies for the initiation, organization, and opera-
tion of Special Education classes in Texas,

J. W. Edgar
Commissioner of Education
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PUBLIC SCHOOL LAWS

RELATING TO SPECIAL EDUCATION

Certain changes in the laws governing the program of special educa-

don in Texas were enacted by the 59th Legislature, 1965. The new

legislation is in the process of compilation and is presently unavail-

able for inclusion in this publication.

A supplement to the State Plan will be published later with statutes

and amendments on special education. Until such time as the supple-

ment is distributed, reference may be made to the Texas Education

Agency Bulletin 647, Public School Law Bulletin, 1964, and its
August 1965 supplement, Laws and Resolutions Affecting Public

Education.
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STATE PLAN FOR

SPECIAL EDUCATION

I. SPECIAL EDUCATION

Definition

SPECIAL EDUCATION is the provision of services additional to or different
from those provided in the regular school program by a systematic modifi-
cation and adaptation of equipment, teaching materials, and methods to meetthe needs of exceptional children.

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN include those so different in mental and/or
physical characteristics that special educational provisions must be madefor them. Special education programs are provided by law* under theMinimum Foundation Program for children and youth who are blind, partially
sighted, physically handicapped (crippled, those with special health prob-lems, and minimally brain-injured), deaf, mentally retarded (educable andtrainable), those requiring speech and hearing therapy, and a pilot programfor emotionally disturbed children. * *

Pupil Eligibility

The following standards shall apply to ALL pupils placed in special educa-tion classes:

4 All children shall be Sid{ years of age on or before September 1 andnot over twenty-one on that date (Exception: Pilot Program for
Emotionally Disturbed which is limited to six through seventeenyears of age)

*Refer to Article 2922-13, Section 1, Subsection (4), lemon's Texas Civil Sta tu tes, asamended by Regular Session of the 58th Legislature (Public 'irhool Law pertaining to Ex-ceptional Teacher Units.)

**Refer to page 21, PILOT PROGRAMS FOR EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED CHILDREN,POLICIES OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, 1964.



Children admitted to classes for the blind, partially sighted, physi-
cally handicapped in school, minimally brain-injured, home or
hospital, deaf, and emotionally disturbed shall have the intellectual
ability to achieve in the regular academic program of the public
school

Children having more than one handicap, on of which is mental
retardation, shall be classified as MENTALLY RETARDED for
educational purposes

All children shall meet the other minimum admission requirements
set forth for each type of exceptionality

All children shall be admitted and maintained on a trial basis

. Parents shall sign a statement approving admission to program.

2



II. BLIND

Definition

NairaiiimaathirommiesalseirniaillmommeArds..4..

Children who have central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye
with correcting glasses, or a peripheral field so contracted that the widest
diameter of 'such field subtends an angular distance no greater than 20 degrees
are considered legally blind and are eligible for reimbursement of educa-
tional materials from State and Federal funds to aid the education of the
blind.

Purpose

The purpose of the program for the blind in public schools is to assist blind
children through the use of braille, auditory and tactual methods to fulfill
their potential.

Pupil Eligibility

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility:

. Chronological age

. Grade placement and academic achievement level

. Written comprehensive psychological report signed by examiner

. Eye specialist's report on visual acuity and conditions of eyes

. Physician's written report of a medical evaluation

. Signed recommendation of the local placement committee

. Signed statement from parents or guardian approving admission to
class for blind.

Formula
MOMII.M1111.111100111.11

CODE
NUMBER

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE-HALF

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO. PUPILS FOR
EACH UNIT
ABOVE TWO

41 4 8 14 10

*Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes, Article 2876k, Section 5, 55th Legislature.



witaiiktramOsrahrowdstiorwarowsk....

III. PARTIALLY SIGHTED

Definition
..

Children whose visual acuity rating is 20/70 or less in the better eye (after
all necessary treatment and compensating lenses have been provided (are
classified as partially seeing.

Purpose

The program for the partially sighted, organized either as an itinerant
program or self-contained classroom unit, is intended to provide specialized
services for children who because of visual impairment have difficulty in
the regular classroom. These services include assistance in the use of
magnificatLn, lighting and preferential seating as well as aid in securing
educational materials appropriate to the visual condition of individual
children.

Pupil Eligibility

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility:

Chronological age

Grade placement and academic achievement levaL

Written comprehensive psychological report signed by examiner

Eye specialist's report on visual acuity and condition of eyes

Physician's written report of a medical evaluation

Signed recommendation of the local placement committee

Signed statement from parents or guardian approving admission to
class for partially sighted or granting permission for itinerant
teacher to work with child

Formula
4.

CODE
NUMBER

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE-HALF

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO. PUPILS FOR
EACH UNIT
ABOVE TWO

41A 4 8 16 10

4



IV. PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED SCHOOLROOM

Definition

Children of normal intelligence who are handicapped through congenital or
acquired defects in the use of their bodies are considered physicall,7 handi-
capped. * When they are unable to function with normal individuals of the
same age, they may be provided for in a class at school.

The following categories are not eligible for service: minor illnesses and
minor accidents, pregnancies, and emotional illnesses.

Purpose

The objectives of special education for the physically handicapped (crippled
and/or those with special health problems) taught at school, home, or in
a hospital closely approximate the objectives of the regular school program
as the physical conditions of the children permit.

Pupil Eligibility

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility:

. Chronological age

Oracle placement and academic. achievement

Written comprehensive psychological report signed by examiner

Physician's written report indicating description of handicaps* *

. Signed recommendation of the local placement committee

Signed statement from parents or guardian approving admission to
class for physically handicapped in the school

Formula

CODE
NUMBER

MIN. NO.13UPILS
FOR ONE-HALF

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO. PUPILS FOR
EACH UNIT
ABOVE TWO

42 I 4 8 14___ 14

IMI1,-70=,..i,

*Not including the blind, partially sighted, deaf and severely hard of hearing.

* *There should be a comprehensive medical evaluation each year to determine the change(s)
in the physical condition of the child in order for the placement committee to come to a de.
cision .regarding eligibility and future placement.

5
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V. PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED HOMEBOUND

OR HOSPITALIZED

Definition

Children of normal intelligence who aze handicapped through congenital or
acq tired defects in the use of their bodies are considered physically handi-
capped. * Children, who because of illness or a crippling condition cannot
attene classes in the public schools, may be provided, instruction in a hos-
pital or at home.

The foncwing categories are not eligible for service: minor illnesses and
minor accidents, pregnancies, and emotional illnesses.

Purpose

The objectivet) of special education for the physically handicapped (crippled
and/or those w;th special health problems) taught at school, home, or in a
hospital closely approximate the objectives of the regular school program
as the physical conditions of the children permit.

A child may be included in a unit for the homebound or hospitalized provided
he may be expected to be in the program for a minimum of four weeks. A
minimum of three hours of instruction per week is required for each pupil.

Pupil

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility:

Chronological age

Grade placement and academic achievement

. Written comprehensive psychological report signed by examiner

This may be waived provided the child has been enrolled in a regular classroom and
has been making satisfactory progress prior to illness and /or accident.

. Physician's written report indicating description of handicap

There should be a comprehensive medical evaluation each year to determine the
changes in the physical condition of the child in order for the placement committee
to come to a decision regarding eligibility and future placement.

*Not including the blind, partially sighted, deaf and severely hard of hearing.

4
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. Signed recommendation of the local placement committee

Signed statement from parents or guardian approving admission to
class for physically handicapped in the home or in a hospital

Extended Instructional Programs

HOMEBOUYA. All units for the homebound shall receive an initial approval
of nine months (175 teaching days). A unit may be extended to ten months
(195 teaching days) or eleven months (215 teaching days) when the required
minimum number of children need additional instruction.

HOSPITALIZED. Ten months (195 teaching days) or eleven months (215
teaching days) of instruction may be approved for programs in hospitals
when the required minimum number of children need additional instruction.
The justification for extended instructional services shall be made in the
Local Plan, or supplement thereto, presented with the original application
for approval.

JUSTIFICATION. The justification for extended instructional services for
the current school year shall be made by letter to the Director of the Divi-
sion of Special Education not later than May 1. A "Change of Personnel
Form" shall also be filed with the Division of Finance not later than May 1.

Formula

CODE
NUMBER

MIN. NO.PUPILS
FOR ONE-HALF

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO. PUPILS FOR
EACH UNIT.
ASOVE TWO

42A Homebound 4
r

7 12 9

42B Hospitalized 4 8 _-. 14 10

7



VI. PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED MINIMALLY

BRAIN- INJURED

Definition

Children who are normal or above in intelligence, but who have learning
difficulties directly attributable to an organic defect caused by a neurozo-
gical condition, and who are unable to adjust to or profit from a regular
school program may be considered for classes for minimally brain-injured
children.

Pub
For the minimally brain-injured, the purpose of the program is to provide
an instructional program in an educational setting that will meet the needs
of individual children with minimal injury by assisting them to function
educationally and emotionally in such a way that, whenever possible, they
may be prepared to return to the regular school program.

Pupil ibilit

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility:

Chronological age

Grade placement and academic achievement

Written comprehensive psychological report signed by examiner
indicating potential to achieve academically

Physician's written report of a, general physical evaluation

Report of neurological examination (evaluation) describing extent of
brain-injury

Signed recommendation of the local placement committee

. Signed statement from parents or guardian approving admission to
class for minimally brain injured children

Formula,

CODE
HUMMER

MIN. NO.PUPILS
FOR ONE-HALF

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO. PUPILS FOR
EACH UNIT
ABOVE TWO

42C

M. B. I.

4 8 14 10

8

A I



DEAF AND SEVEREJX HARD or HEARING

Definition

Children whose sense of hearing is IN Anfunctional (after all nocessaey medical'
treatment, surgery, and/or use of hearing aids) for understanding normal
conversation which results in a delay in the developmental language and/or
speech are considered deaf.

Pub
The purpose of instruction for deaf and severely hard of hearing children
is twofold.-communication and regular acauemic achievement. The pro-
gram shall also include speech reading, development of communication,
and conservation of any residual hearing through auditory training.

Pupil Eligibility

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility:

Chronological age

Grade placement and academic achievement level

Written comprehensive psychological report signed by examiner

Physician's written report giving a description of the handicap

Report of an individual audiogram

A signed recommendation of the local placement committee

A signed statement from parents or guardian approving admission
to the class for the deaf and severely hard of hearing

Formula
r111.11111INIIMP

COOK
HUMMER

MIN. NO. 'PUPILS
FOR ONEHALF

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO. PUPILS FOR
EACH UNIT
AISOVE TWO

1111111111111111111.111.111. 10
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VIII. EDUCABLE MENTALLY RETARPF,D

Definition

Children whose intelligence quotients are approximately 50-70 shall be con-
sidered educable mentally retarded. They may be expected to profit from
an organized program designed to promote social adjustmeni and vocational
proficiency.

Purpose

The objectives of programs provided for educable mentally retarded children
emphasize development of satisfactory social adjustments and relationships;
physical competencies and desirable health habits; the appropriate use of
leisure time; the acceptance of home responsibilities; and the attainment of
vocational proficiency. The instructional program shall be based on Seven
Sequential Levels of Development. * Upon completion of the assigned cur-
riculum, the pupil is eligible for school graduation and maybe issued either
a diploma or certificate. If a diploma is issued there shall appear on the
face of it the wording--SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

Pupils shall NOT be placed in this program for remedial purposes. It is
acknowledged that there may be rare exceptions where children scoring in
the 70-75 X.Q. range should be placed in the program for the educable men-
tally retarded. This may be done on an exceptional basis only when fully
suppO -zed by a r : rom ,nendation in the psychological evaluation plus the local
placement committee's decision mat the pupil is mentally deficient (not edu-
cationally retarded) and is eligible for the program. However, in no case
will pupil eligibility be considered when the intelligence quotient is above 75.

Pupil Eli ibilit

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility:

Chronological age

Minimum mental age 3. 5

Intelligence quotient approximately 50 to 70

*See Pupil Personnel Accounting, Appendix C, page 45.

10
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Written comprehensive psychological report signed by examiner*

Physician's written report of medical evaluation

Signed recommendation of local placement committee

. Signed statement from parents or guardian approving admission to
class for educable mentally retarded ,

Formula

LODE
HUMOUR

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONEHALF

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO. PUPILS FOR
EACH UNIT
APOVE TWO

44 4 8 14 14

The Cao erative Rehabilitation Plan

School districts in cooperation with the Divisions of Special Education and
Vocational Rehabilitation may establish and operate special vocational reha-
bilitation facilities at the secondary school level. The primary purpose of
this facility is to provide, on an organised and systematic basis, vocational
rehabilitation services to all eligible physically handicapped and mentally
retarded boys and girls over 16 years old who because of their disability
have an employment handicap, as authorized in the State Plan for Vocational
Rehabilitation and at the same time are enrolled in a special education class.

VOCATIONAL ADJUSTMENT COORDINATOR. A Vocational Adjustment
Coordinator is a special education teacher at the high school level whose
responsibility for one half or more of the school day is to perform the vo-
cational rehabilitation function of the special education program.

UNITS FOR VOCATIONAL ADJUSTMENT COORDINATORS. Units for Vo-
cational Adjustment Coordinators are initially approved for nine months
(175 teaching days) and are allocated by formula as a teacher unit. Such
units may be extended to ten months (195 teaching days) or eleven months
(215 teaching days) when a minimum of eight (8) pupils are on job training
stations and/or supervised employment stations, when the Vocational Ad-
justment Coordinator is scheduled for more than half the day for perform-
ing the rehabilitation function, and the school district has entered into a
formal agreement with the Division of Special Education and the Division
of Vocational Rehabilitation for the establishment and operation of a voca-
tional adjustment facility. Continuance of units for ten or eleven months
shall be based on data submitted by the superintendent and in the report by
the Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor assigned to the school district.
The provision for additional instructional services shall be made in the
Local Plan or supplement thereto, presented with the original application
for approval for such services.

li+1+Nalrmorr....Arorm.r.arroialo...r.mw.....

'See Individual Psychological Report, Appendix B, page 40.
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IX. TRAINABLE MENTALLY RETARDED

Definition

Children whose intelligence quotients are approxixr fatly 35.50 are incapable
of being educated through ordinary classroom iilstruction or special educa-
tion facilities for the educable mentally retarded children and shall be con..
sidered trainable mentally retarded. They may be expected to benefit from
training in a group setting designed to promote social adjustment and develop
skills needed for daily living.

Purpose

The objectives of training programs for the trainable mentally retarded
children emphasize self-care in health, safety, and personal grooming
routines; adequate patterns of social conduct; work habits and skills needed
for daily living; speech and language development; and diversional activities.
The curriculum for older trainable mentally retarded children places par.
ticular emphasis on the development of economically useful skills with an
ultimate goal of ability to work in a sheltered situation.

Pupil Eligibil1y

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility:

Chronological age

Minimum mental age of 3

Intelligence quotient approximately 35.50

Written comprehensive psychological report signed by examiner

Physician's written report of medical evaluation

Signed recommendation of local placement,committee

4 Signed statement from parents approving admission to a class for
trainable mentally retarded and indicating their willingness to par-
ticipate in the program as set forth in the Local Plan

Formula

CODE
NUMBER

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONEHALF

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO. PUPILS FOR
EACH UNIT
ABOVE TWO

44 A 4 8 14 14



X. SPEECH AND HEARING THERAPY

Definition

Children whose speech deviates so far from the speech of others that it
attracts attention, interferes with communication, or causes maladjustment
are considered speech handicapped.

Children who have a hearing loss of 20 decibels or more in at least two
frequencies in the speeZh range or a loss of 30 decibels in one frequency
in the speech range in the better ear shall be considered mildly hard of
hearing.

Purpose

Speech and hearing therapy attempts to develop and improve the speech of
those children whose social, educational, or vocational proficiency is re-
duced or endangered by atypical speech.

Conserving residual hearing, developing and/or maintaining intelligible
speech are the purposes for the mildly hard of hearing. The program shall
include language development, speech reading, and auditory training.

Elpil Eligibility

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility:

. Name, sex, chronological age

Grade placement

Written report from a certified speech and hearing therapist giving
the type of disorder and the degree of severity

Report from a group and/or individual hearing test identifying the
type and severity of loss
A signed statement, or evidence, from the parent or guardian ap-
proving admission to the speech and hearing therapy program

Formula

CODE
NUMBER

MIN. NO. 'PUPILS
FOR ONE-HALF

UNIT

MIN. NO, PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO, PUPILS FOR
EACH UNIT
ABOVE TWO

45 30 60 110 100

*Two 30,tninute therapy sessions per week are recommended for each pupil.

13



XI. ADMINISTRATIVE DEFINITIONS

Units

A UNIT in special education refers to a group of exceptional children andthe designated teacher.

ONE-HALF UNIT refers to that unit which utilizes a teacher on a half-daybasis, with a minimum of four pupils for self-contained classrooms orthirty pupils for speech and hearing therapy in an itinerant program.
A COMBINATION UNIT refers to that unit which combines two types ofhandicaps. The children may be taught as a group provided they presentcommon problems which will blend into a group teaching situation; or ateacher may divide his time between two different teachable groups. Train-able mentally retarded and minimally brain-injured may not be combinedwith any other exceptionality.

Equivalency schedule for combination units. Any combination of 8 pupilsof any TWO types will justify a combination unit with the exception of speechand hearing therapy. Speech and hearing therapy is combined as follows:

Number of Children Number of Children
Speech and Hearing Other

52
1

45
37 3
30 4
22 5
15 6
8

A COOPERATIVE UNIT refers to that unit which is formed through a co-operative agreement between two or more adjoining districts in the samecounty when a minimum number of eligible pupils are not present in any onedistrict. The unit shall be attached to one of the cooperating districts andallocation of funds will be made to that district. The pupils from the co-operating school may attend a special education class at the designatedschool; or a teacher of hospitalized, homebound, partially sighted, and aspeech and hearing therapist may serve the pupils on an itinerant basis intheir home district.

4
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Duration of Instructional Programs

NINE MONTHS. All special education unit approvals are effective at the
beginning of each school year for nine months (a minimum of 175 teaching
days) unless otherwise approved.

EN MONTHS. Special education units utilized in cooperation with teacher
training institutions may be approved for ten months (195 teaching days).
The justification for additional instructional services shall be made in the
Local Plan or supplement to the Local Plan, presented with the application
for approval. A description of the cooperation between the school district
and the teacher preparation institution shall be given in the Local Plan.

Duties of Personnel

THE DUTIES OF A Sl'ECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER of exceptional children
may be defined as a regular teaching day of instructional activities involv-
ing exceptional children who have been designated for the authorized unit.
In addition to the teaching load, the teacher may be assigned to a share of
routine responsibilities of operating ,:he school provided his group is super-
vised at all times.

A TEACHER-COORDINATOR is a teacher who assumes responsibility for
a teaching load of exceptional children and who is assigned part-time to co-
ordination of the special education program. The Teacher-Coordinator of
a special education program in school systems operating three or more
approved units may be approved for ten months.

In addition, school systems operating approved special education programs
on more than one campus may assign one teacher to devote part-time t,)
coordination, provided three or more units are on a campus that is not
under the direction of a building principal. Such a teacher maybe approved
for ten months.

15
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XII. PROCEDURE FOR INITIATING PROGRAMS

Spam

A SURVEY of the schoin district shall be made to determine the number of
exceptional children in each area of exceptionality,

Local Plan

A LOCAL PLAN for Special Education shall be developed and filed with the
Division of Special Education giving a plan of operation for the program in
the local district.

Placement Committee

A PLACEMENT COMMITTEE of not less than three professional persons
shall be established to determine the eligibility of exceptional children
(with the exception of the speech and hearing handicapped) for original
placement and continued enrollment in special classes.

A COMMITTEE REPORT shall be signed by each member and filed in the
pupil's individual folder.

THE MEMBERSHIP may vary from time to time and consist of those persons
who have had contact with the child and/or his family. Such a committee
may be composed from the following: superintendcat and/or his represen-
tative, principal, coordinator or supervisor of special education, class-
room teacher, special education teacher, school physician, school nurse,
visiting teacher, school counselor, vocational rehabilitation counselor,
social worker, and psychologist.

THE RESPONSIBILITY of the Placement Committee includes the following:

Studying the data from the varied sources on ea child and making
recommendations prior to admission to special education

. Evaluating the progress of each pupil and making recommendations
concerning his continuation in special class

Making recommendations concerning the dismissal of pupils from
special class

. Requesting additional information, if the need for it is indicated, to
assist in educational planning and placement.

16



Psychological Evaluation

AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL EVA LUATION shall be a part of the data
available on each child admitted to all types of special education except
speech and hearing therapy. * The evaluation must include the administra-
tion, assessment, and reporting of a standardized individual intellectual
examination appropriate for the type of disability, as well as consideration
of other factors which would complete the psychological evaluation. The
evaluation shall be done by a competent psychological examiner and a signed
written report submitted.

Each pupil maintained in special education shall have an individual psycho-
logical re-evaluation no less than ONCE EVERY THREE YEARS in relatively
uncomplicated cases.

clPsychological caminer

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINER shall be a professionally trained per-
son in the p.rea of individual psychological evaluation. If the person is an
employee of the school district, his college transcript on file in the super-
intendent's office should show a minimum of six semester hours of college
work in the area of individual psychological evaluation including a practicum
and/or supervised practice in individual testing.

*The standardized individual intellectual evaluation may be waived for the homebound or
hospitalized provided the child has been enrolled in a regular classroom and has been making
satisfactory progress prior to illness and/or accident.

17
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XIII. ESTABLISHING AND OPERATING UNITS

Initial Unit Applications

The superintendent* shall make initial application for units to the Director
ut the Division of Special Education on or before June 1* * on forms pre-
pared by and available from the Texas Education Agency. All such appli-
cations shall be accompanied by a Local Plan which has been developed for
organizing and administering special education.

New Type Units

The superintendent* shall make application for new type special education
units to the Director of the Division of Special Education on or before
June 1** on forms prepared by and available from the Texas Education
Agency.

. Schools expanding a program to include a new type of special educa-
tion shall submit a supplement to their Local Plan.

. Any new type unit, approved but not r. ctivated the previous year,
shall be considered as a new type unit on the application for the
current year.

. School districts shall have available classroom space for new type
was at the time of application or shall have developed plans that
will insure having classroom space available by the time new type
units are to be put into operation.

Approval of New Type Units

Applications for new type special education units shall be reviewed jointly
by a committee from the Division of Special Education and the Division of
Finance. Initial approval will be made by the committee and approval be-
comes final only when the name of a properly certified teacher is listed on
the school's official personnel roster. Units not activated by October 15
shall be cancelled.

* Ipplication for cooperative units which would serve the county shall be made through the
office of the County Superintendent, but shall be attached to one school district.

** Ipplications for units for the homebound cr hospitalized pupils may be made any time
during the current school year when need is established.
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Continuance of Units

A special education unit shall be continued as long as it meets the standards
set for that particular type of unit. Justification for this continuance will
be based on the number of eligible pupils bubmitted in the Superintendent's
Annual Report.

,A royal of Continuing and Additional Units

Approval of units will be considered as a part of the Superintendent's Annual
Report as it relates to participation in the Minimum Foundation Program
and is included as part of the preliminary application and final application
for Foundation Funds.

Changing Types of Units

An approved unit of one type may be changed to a unit of another type or to
a combination unit, provided the pupils are eligible, the teacher properly
certified in each area concerned, and a request for change is sent to the
Division of Special Education.

Review of Records

The hollowing records shall be on file in the school and available to repre-
sentatives of the Texas Education Agency for program review, audit, and/or
accreditation:

Individual pupil file establishing eligibility

Pupil accounting records

Teacher's daily schedule

Unit master list of pupils

Teacher's certificate

Other records essential to the program

19
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SUMMARY FORMULA FOR UNIT ALLOCATION

CODE
MIN, NO,

CHILDREN FOR
ONE-HALF UNIT

MIN. NO.
CHILDREN FOR

ONE UNIT

41 Blind 4 8

41A Partially Sighted 4 6

42 Physically Handicapped*
In sctiool . 4 a

42A Physically Handicapped*

at home 4 7

428 Physically Handicapped*

in hospital 4 8

42C Minimally

Brain-Injured 4 8

43 Deal 4 8

44 Educable Mentally

Retarded 4 8

44A Trainable Mentally

Retarded

45 Speech and

Hearing

4

30

8

60

MIN. NO,
CHILDREN FOR

TWO UNITS

NO, CHILDREN
FOR EACH UNIT

ABOVE TWO

14 10

16 10

14 14

12 9

14 10

14 10

14 10

14 14

14 14

110 100

*Vat including the blind, partially sighted, deaf and severely hard of hearing.
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XIV. PILOT PROGRAM FOR EMOTIONALLY

DISTURBED CHILDREN

Definition

The definitions of emotionally disturbed children which shall fuinish the
basis for the Pilot Program are as follows:

A. Legal Definition: "...the words 'emotionally disturbed children,'
whenever used, will be construed to include any child whose emotional
condition is medically determined and psychologically determined
to be such that he cannot be adequately educated in the regular classes
of the public schools, without the provision of special services. "*

B. Functional Definition: Emotionally disturbed children are those
seventeen years of age, or under, who evidence inability to relate
realistically with the program of a public school and who are unable
to function near capacity mentally, socially and emotionally. The
determination shall be made both psychologically and medically upon
referral by school personnel.

Characteristics..-11.11.

Although there are varying degrees of the following behavioral deviations
in emotionally disturbed children, the, koy to the eventual diagnosis of this
condition is the persistency of these symptoms. Some of the commonly
observed characteristics are:

inability to learn at a rate commensurate with his intellectual,
sensory-motor and physical development,
inability to establish and maintain adequate social relationships,
inability to respond appropriately in day-to-day life situations,
a variety of excessive behavior ranging from hyperactive, impulsive
responses to depression and withdrawal.

Purpose

The purpose of the program for emotionally disturbed is to provide an in-
structional program under the auspices of the public schools that will meet
the needs of individual children who are emotionally disturbed by assisting
them to function educationally and emotionally in such a way that they will
be prepared to:

remain in a regular program,
return to a regular classroom,
enter a regular classroom, or
develop to the best of their capacity outside the regular classroom.

*Authority created by Senate Bill 306, 59th Legislature, 1965.



Facilities

The following are the minimal facilities necessary for establishing and
maintaining a program for the emotionally disturbed:

A. School Facilities

1. Classroom of standard size or larger
2. Private conference rooms accessible to classroom

B, Community Facilities

1. Community mental health center or
2. Accessibility of adequate diagnostic facilities or personnel

Personnel

Additional personnel specifically related to the program for the emotionally
disturbed are as follows:

A. Related School Personnel

1. Social worker or visiting teacher
2. Available resource person in time of crises (such as mental

health consultant, counselor, principal)
3. Liaison person to serve between child, special class, and regular

class

B. Consultant Personnel

1. Psychiatrist
2. Psychologist
3. Social Worker

Eligibility Requirements

Placement Committee

An ADMISSION, RETENTION, AND DISMISSAL COMMITTEE of not less
than five members shall be established to determine the eligibility of ex-
ceptional children for original placement and continued enrollment in special
classes. The membership may vary from time to time and consist of those
persons who have had contact with the child and/or his family.



A. Possible membership

Superintendent
Principal
Coordinator of Special Edification
Regular Homeroom Teacher
Special Education Teacher
Visiting Teacher
School Counselor

B. Responsibilities

Psychiatrist
Psychologist
Physician
Social Worker
School Nurse
Rehabilitation Counselor

After thorough study of data on the child whick. have been collected
from various sources, the Committee shall make recommenda-
tions concerning each child's admission to or dismissal from
special education classes.

The Committee may request additional information to assist in
educational planning and placement of any child if the need for it
is indicated.

Local Plan

A detailed Local Plan for each program shall be prepared by the local dis-
trict and a copy submitted to the Division of Special Education on or before
October 15. This plan shall be descriptive of the individual programs and
will include the following points:

local administrative provision for the unit

instruments used in identifying and evaluating pupiX progress

consultant provisions for unit

plan for orientation of building faculty, other staff members, and
community

other aspects as covered in these guidelines



General Standards for Admittance

The following standards for admittance shall be met in the operation of a
Pilot Program for Emotionally Disturbed Children:

A. Each child shall 11e six years of age on September 1 and under seven-
teen on that date.

B. Each child shall evidence potential to achieve in the regular educa-
tion program of the public schools.

C. Any child having more than one handicap, one of which is mental
retardation, shall be classified as MENTALLY RETARDED for
educational purposes.

D. Each child must be admitted and maintained on a trial basis.

E. The parent(e) or guardian of each child shall sign a statement ap-
proving admission to the class for the emotionally disturbed.

F. Each child shallmeet the Minimum Admission Requirements (listed
below) for inclusion in the program.

Minimum Admission Requirements

The following reports shall be available on each child admitted to the class
for the emotionally disturbed to be used by the Placement Committee in
determining placement in and dismissal from the class. These reports
shall also be available for audit purposes.

A. Educational .. The educational appraisal of each child
shall be supervised by educational personnel and include such items
as school history, academic levels, remediation program necessary
with a plan for operation, and other pertinent educational informa-
tion.

B. Social Appraisal. The social appraisal shall be supervised by a
social worker or visiting teacher and include the following:

Problem as stated by the parent, teacher, or others; duration
of syn.ptoms including action towards correction and reason
referral is being made at that particular time.

Family situation and structure, social and economic status, and
any special problem.

Child's general health and medical history (reported by family).

Statement or description of what the child is like, his behavior
and attitudes, his achievements, and his personality (reported
by family).
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C. Medical Appraisal. The medical appraisal shall be supervised by
a psychiatrist and include the following:

. Compilation of detailed facts about the child's medical back-
ground--birth, development, illnesses, accidents, and emotional
growth

. Physician's written report of medical evaluation

. Reports of clinical and laboratory examinations

. Psychiatric diagnosis

D. Psychological - The psychological appraisal shall be
supervised by a psychologist and include the following:

. Report of origin of disturbance and degree to which child recog-
nizes his problem.

Assessment of approximate level and quality of the child's mental
capacity

Evaluation of the child's potential for growth and estimation of
his ability to profit from therapy and education

Recommendation for educational planning.

Administrative Formulas,

The following formulas shall provide the administrative basis for each
class in the Pilot Program:

A. Prix_ Class

Location: Elementary School
Ages: 6-10
Membership: Minimum 6; maximum 10

Unit allocation: 9 months (17 5 teaching days)

B. Upper Elementary Clans

Location: Elementary School
Ages: 9-13
Membership: Minimum 6; maximum 10

Unit allocation: 9 months (175 teaching days)
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C Secondary Class

Location: Secondary School
Ages: 13-17
Membership: Minimum 8; maximum 14

Unit allocation: 9 months (175 teaching days)

D. Mental Health Center Class

Location: In conjunction with a Mental Health Center or a
Parent-Child Guidance Center.

This program is planned for children who are too dis-
turbed to be in public school classes, but who receive
treatment and therapy at center. The teacher assigned
has responsibility for the child's educational program.

Ages: 6-17
Membership: Minimum 8; maximum 14

Unit allocation: 9 or 10 months (175 or 195 teaching days)

E. Hospital Class

Location: In hospital where school-age children are hospitalized
for intensive treatment.

The teacher assigned has the responsibility for the
child's educational program.

Ages: elementary 6-12; secondary 13-17
Membership: Minimum 6; maximum 14

Unit allocation: 9 or 10 month:, (175 or 195 teaching days)

Teacher

The following minimum requirements for teachers in the Pilot Program
for the Emotionally Disturbed shall be met:

A. Each teacher shall hold a valid Texas teaching certificate

B. Each teacher shall attend the Orientation Workshop the week of
August 22-28 prior to the opening of school year 1965-66, and other
workshops as may be scheduled.

C. Each teacher shall complete six semester hours of college work
directly related to teaching emotionally disturbed children during
the summer of 1966, unless such work has been completed previously.

26
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Finance

The following rules for financing these programs are applicable to the Pilot
Program for the Emotionally Disturbed only:

A. Teacher salaries for authorized Pilot Program Units are paid by
local districts under the usual procedures for Minimum Foundation
Program Funds.

B. Local districts operating hospital units will be allocated $600 for
each unit for maintenance and operation purposes froth" Miian-um
Foundation Funds.

C. School districts operating other than hospital-units will be allocated
$200 per pupil for maintenance and operation purposes from Mini-
mum Foundation Funds. Each school district shall submit to the
Division of Special Education a list of eligible pupils admitted to the
unit. The Division of Special Edutation will then certify the unit to
the Division of Finance for operational funds for the school year.

For school year 1965-66, the deadline for submitting a list of
pupils is on or before February 1, 1966.

For school year 1966-67, the deadline for submitting a list of
eligible pupils is on or before November 1, 1966.

Other Administrative Considerations

A. Instruments for educational evaluations will be specified by the
Division of Special Education.

B. Copies of all information regarding ch ildren will be accessible to
the special teacher and will be made available to the Research-
Coordinator- Consultant (Division of Special Education) upon request.

C. If a school district is unable to activate its unit by October 15, such
unit may be relinquished and reassigned to another school district.

D. Each school district must be willing to experiment with different
educational procedures for the Pilot Program in consultation with
the Research-Coordinator-Consultant.

E. Each school is encouraged to establish a "communications .-onsult-
ant team" whose purpose shall be to cooperate in the establishment
of an educational program. The team would enhance the communi-
cation between the administration, faculty, and parents, for the
betterment of the program.
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XV. PROGRAM FOR PRESCHOOL AGE DEAF CHILDREN

Definition

Children whose sense of hearing is nonfunctional (after all necessary medical
treatment, surgery and/or use of hearing aids) for understanding normal
conversation which results in a delay in the development of oral language
and/or speech, are eligible for classes for the preschool age deaf.

Purpose

The purpose of the instructional program for preschool age deaf children
is to develop sufficient communication to enter the first grade.

Pupil ERigibility

Children three years of age on September 1 and under six on that date may
be admitted to the program.

Admission to the program shall be on a trial basis after evaluation of the
following:

physical status

otological examination including audiogram

social maturity

educability

personal and family history

Formula

MIN. NO, PUPILS
FOR ONE-HALF

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR ONE

UNIT

MIN. NO. PUPILS
FOR TWO
UNITS

NO. PUPILS FOR I
EACH UNIT
MOVE TWO

4 6 12 8

tt
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Administration

APPLICATIONS for units for the preschool age deaf shall be made on or
before June 1 each year and filed with the Director, Division of Special
Education, on forms prepared by and available from the Texas Education
Agency.

Each application shall be accompanied by a PLAN OF OPERATION for the
program.

A COOPERATIVE UNIT may be approved for two or more adjoining school
districts in the same county when a minimum number of eligible pupils is
not present in any one district.

NO COMBINATION UNITS where preschool age deaf children are combined
with other handicapped children enrolled in special education classes will
be approved because the preschool program is not considered a part of the
regular special education program for exceptional children. However, it
is reimbursed from Minimum Foundation Program funds.

In order for a school system to utilize the services of one teacher for pre.
school age and school age deaf, it will be necessary to have a minimum of
four (4) of each type to justify a half unit of each. SEPARATE applications
shall be made for each half unit.

Certification Requirements for Teachers

STANDARDS governing certification of teachers of the deaf shall apply to
teachers of the preschool age deaf.

Financing.

The SALARY to be paid a teacher of the preschool age deaf shall be in ac-
cordance with the official salary schedule of the participating school district.

The COST of each unit shall be based on the salary of the teacher plus an
operational allotment of $50 per month.

The COST of operating the program shall be borne by the State and each
participating district on the same percentage basis that applies to financing
the Minimum Foundation Program in that respective district for the year
immediately preceding the year for which the application is being made.

29
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XVI: POLICIES FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTY -WIDE

AND BI -COUNTY- WIDE DAY SCHOOLS FOR THE DEAF

Definition of a County -Wide Day School for Deaf
or a 13i-Count -Wide Day School for Deaf*

A county-wide day school for deaf, or a Bi-County-Wide Day School for Deaf
is a school operated by one designated school district within the county or
bi-counties without regard to other school district boundaries, which is
housed in one building, except that upon agreement between the State Com-
missioner of Education and the superintendent of schools of the operating
district, additional locations of the school may be established when it can
be demonstrated that such additional locations will more adequately serve
the educational needs of the deaf children of the county.

Pupil Eligibility

1. The parents of the child must reside in the designated county or bi-
counties and the child must be legally transferred either by parental
application or by special transfer from the district of his residence to
the district operating the approved county-wide day school program..

Pupils living in counties contiguous with the Bi-County Day School may
be transferred to and attend the Bi-County Day School if the superin-
tendent of the home district and the superintendent of the receiving
district agree.

2. A child whose sense of hearing is non-functional (after all necessary
medical, and/or surgical treatment, and/or use of hearing aids) for
understanding normal conversation which results in a delay in the
development of oral language and/or speech, is eligible for admission
to county-wide day schools.

3. A child six (6) years of age on September 1 and under fourteen (14) years
of age on that date, is eligible for admission to the program. A child
fourteen (14) years of age and under twenty-one (21) years of age on
that date, mar be eligible for admission to the county-wide day school
for the deaf provided a program for this age has been agreed to by the
State Commissioner of Education and the designated district.

0111i111.. 4.
*Authority treated by Senate 0111 22 of the 57th Legislature, 1961 and amended by Acts,
58th Legislature, 1963, and louse Bill 1092, 59th Legislature, 1965
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4, Deaf children between the scholastic ages of six (6) and thirteen (13)
inclusive as of September 1, shall not be eligible for admission to the
Texas School for the Deaf except upon recommendation of the superin-
tendent of the operating district with concurrence of the residential
school superintendent.

6. Admission to the program shall be made after evaluations have been
completed on the following:

provided in their home county.

5. Deaf pupils between the ages of six (6) and thirteen (13) inclusive cur-
rently enrolled in the residential schools for the deaf have a choice of
remaining in the state residential school or enrolling in the day school

Physical status

Otological examination

Audiological report

Educability

Medical and family history

Multiply handicapped: In the instance of a multiply handicapped child, deaf-
net s must be the major handicap. Mental retardation is considered a greater
educational handicap than deafness.

Certification Requirements for Teachers of the Deaf

Standards governing certification of teachers of the deaf shall apply to
teachers employed in the county-wide day schools. Supervisors shall hold
appropriate certificates and be qualified for their positions by training in
the area of teaching the deaf and a minimum of three years of experience
in that area. Principals shall hold administrator's certificates.

Formula for Unit Allocations

Teacher units, supervisors and/or a principal for the county-wide day school
for the deaf I hall be allocated in accordance with the following formula:

1. One teacher unit shall be allocated for every eight (8) eligible deaf
pup31.8 or major fraction thereof.

4

Z. One supervisor shall be allocated for every ten (10) teacher units not
to exceed a total of three; except, however, each approved day school
shall have at least one (1) supervisor.

3. County-wide day schools with fifteen (15) or more teacher units shall
be allocated one (1) full-time day school principal unit.
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Special Ecwation Elgibility

No school district within a county which has in operation an approved county-
wide day school for deaf children (ages 6 to 21 inclusive), shall be eligible
under the regular program of special education, to apply for teacher units
for deaf pupils except when the authorized day school operates an approved
program for ages six (6) to thirteen (13) inclusive only, the school district
having enough deaf children (ages 14 to 17 inclusive) to justify a unit may
apply through the regular program of special education.

Designation of Operating District

The State Commissioner of Education shall designate and shall enter into
an agreement with a school district in each eligible county of the State for
establishment and operation of a county-wide day school for the deaf.

In the agreement, the State Commissioner of Education shall commit the
State to provide financial support to the county-wide day school for the deaf
in accordance with provisions of the statutes authorizing the program.

In the agreement, each designated school district shall be committed to
provide the administration, educational program, pupil transportation
services, and necessary facilities to maintain and operate the county-wide
day school.

Pupil Transfers...if...4es 14 to 21Inclitlyst
to Residential Schools

Students between the ages of fourteen (14) and twenty-one (21) inclusive on
or before December 31, may enter the residential schools or they may elect
to remain in the authorized county-wide day schools. Trankaers, however,
shall be made in September only. Applications for transfer to the residential
schools must be made on or before June I to the superintendent of the resi-
dential school.

The local school district operating a county-wide day school may decide
upon proper facilities for an educational and vocational program for students
of this age and upon an agreement with the State Commissioner of Education
establish the facilities and operate under this Act.

Financing.

The cost of this program shall be determined by statutory formulas. The
Act provides that all State funds allocated shall be used for no other purpose
than for the operation and maintenance of a county-wide day school for
eligible deaf pupils. Such funds shall be accounted for separately and shall
be subject to audit by the Texas Education Agency.

The county-wide day school shall be operated for the same school calendar
year as that of the operating school district.

3.2
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The preliminary application for funds shall be filed by each designated
school district with the Finance Division of the Texas Education Agency on
or before August 20 of each year, such application to serve as a tentative
basis for allocating funds. The application shall contain an estimate of
enrollment for the school year concerned and shall have attached an official
salary schedule of the designated school district.

The application shall also contain information as to the certificate number,
degree status, years of experience, salary, etc., for each teacher, princi-
pal or supervisor assigned to the program. If all eligible units have not
been filled at the time the preliminary application for funds is filed, the
district may estimate the salaries to be paid for such units.

The enrollment on the first Monday in October of each year or on such date
designated by the district in ite preliminary application for funds shall
serve as a basis for allocating funds for that year.

In addition to the preliminary application for funds, the distrit.f., shall be
required to file a final application for funds which will reflect the number
of eligible pupils enrolled the first Monday in October or on the designated
date.

The cost of the above program shall be added to the district's Foundation
Program Allotment and each district will receive its payments in the same
manner that regular Foundation payments are made.

Allowable state costs for this program will be determined as follows:

1. Salaries
ismowomNromMe.w...~

The salary to be paid a teacher, supervisor, or principal in the county-
wide day school for the deaf shall be in accordance with the saltily
schedule of the district where the day school is established.

Z. Operation Allotment:

An operation expense allotment of Five Hundred Dollars ($500), includ-
ing transportation, shall be allowed per each eligible deaf pupil enrolled
in the program on the first Monday in October or the designated date
for each current school year.

3. Initial Allotment:

One initial allotment in the amount of Two Thousand Dollars ($2, 000)
per teacher unit approved for the first year of operation only for the
inauguration of an elementary program, ages six (6) through thirteen
(13) inclusive, shall be allowed for the acquisition of transportation
vehicles, auditory and other classroom equipment and other aids and
adjustments needed for training such deaf pupils in this program.
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Another initial allotment in the amount of Two Thousand Dollars ($2, 000)
per teacher unit approved for the first year o£ operation only for the
inauguration of the secondary program., ages fourteen (14) through
twenty-one (21) inclusive, shall be allowed for the acquisition of trans-
portation vehicles, auditory and classroom equipment and other aids
and adjustments needed for training such deaf pupils in the secondary
program.

Program Coordination

Program coordination between the county-wide day schools and the residen-
tial schools for the deaf shall be attained through a committee composed of
representatives from the following:

1. 'Lac:. of the county-wide day schools

2. Residential schools

3. Division of Special Education

4. Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
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XVII. POLICIES FOR THE EDUCATION OF DEAF-BLIND AND

NON- SPEAKING BLIND CHILDREN

House Bill 198, Acts of the 54th Legislature, Regular Session, 1955, makes
provision for the maintenance, care and educationof persons under the age
of 18 years who are totally deaf and blind. The 56th Legislature amended
the Act to include non-speaking blind children; and Senate Bill 39, 59th
Legislature, 1965, amended the Act to extend the age of eligibility to 21.

Definition

ACTS 1955, 54th LEGISLATURE: "Totally deaf and blind persons as used
in this Act mean a person having such defects of sight and hearing that in
the determination of the Board the person may not be cared for, treated and
educated in the manner now provided by the State for blind and deaf persons. "

ACTS 1969, 56th LEGISLATURE: "A totally blind and non-speaking person"
means a person having such defects of sight and speech, irrespective of
cause or origin, that in the determination of the Board, he may not be cared
for, treated or educated in the manner provided for the blind or non-speaking.

Deaf: The Committee on Nomenclature of the Conference of Executives of
American Schools for the Deaf in 1937 defined the deaf as follows: "Those
in whom the sense of hearing is nonfunctional for the ordinary purposes of
life.... There may be enough residual hearing so that they may be able to
hear or feel the vibration of extremely loud noises such as explosions,
thunder, or the vibration of a plane; but there is not enough hearing remain-
ing to enable them to hear speech no matter how loud it may be."

Blind: The American Medical Association in 1934 defined blindness as:
"Central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with correcting
glasses, or a peripheral field so contracted that the widest diameter of such
field subtend..; an angular distance no greater than 20 degrees."

Policies

The following responsibilities are placed on the State Board of Education:

To provide for the maintenance, care and education of persons under
the age of 21 years who are both deaf and blind

To accept applications from parents or guardians for cost of main-
tenance, care and education of deaf-blind or non-speaking blind
children
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To negotiate and enter into contract with public or private institutions
within or without the State which are equipped to provide the specified
facilities and personnel necessary to care for and educate persons
who are both deaf and blind or non-speakihz blind persons

To provide necessary attendant, transportation and maintenance to
and from such institutions for deaf-blind or non-speaking blind
persons

Eligibility

The following information will be used to determine pupil eligibility: *

Chronological age

Psychological evaluation

General medical evaluation

. Ophthalmologist report

Otologist report

Selection of Cases

Selection of students for services will be based on the following:

. Personal and social history

Educational background

Medical background, including opthalmological and otological reports

Psychological readiness for services

Expectation of success in educational program

Condition of obligations and needs

Procedure

APPLICATIONS under this Act may be made by parent or guardian on forms
provided by the Texas ."Education Agency and submitted to the Director o:.
Special Education, Texas Education Agency, Austin. Applicants will be
considered in the order in which their applications are received.

.*Costs of medical reports are to be assumed by, the parent or guardir.

"mmormallIMMINAIMMIMIONINIOMPOINI
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All applications will be reviewed by the STATE PLACEMENT COMMITTEE
and the responsibility for recommending placement of any student is vested
in this committee.

Based upon the Placement Committee's conclusions and recommendations
in each case, the Commissioner of Education will determine whether or not
there are services available for the applicant in the established schbols of
Texas for the deaf and blind or non-speaking blind.

Provided funds are available, applicants found to be eligible will be sent to
a school with which the Texas Education Agency has a contract for main-
tenance, care and education of deaf-blind or non-speaking blind children.
An attendant will be designated and provided for each case as needed to ac-
company the student to and from the designated school.

Authorization

The Commissioner of Education shall secure bids from institutions provid-
ing a program of maintenance, care and education for deaf-blind and non-
speaking blind children, After proper investigation of the program, services
and facilities of the institution submitting the bid, the Commissioner shall
recommend to the State Board of Education those schools with which the
State may negotiate contracts for services under this law, and those appli-
cants who are eligible for services.



APPENDIX A
THE LOCAL PLAN FOR

ORGANIZATION

AND ADMINISTRATION
According to the basic philosophy of the Texas Education Agency, the re-
sponsibility for organizing and administering education programs lies with
the local school district. With this concept in mind, each local school dis-
trict making application for Special Education unit(s) is asked to submit a
Local Plan for organizing and administering its program along with the
application forms. A suggested outline may include:

Introduction
A statement or resolutionof policy and philosophy for Special Edu-
c4tion in the local system.

I. Organization of the Program

Types of units needed as revealed by survey of community

Readiness of home, community, and school to accept and sup-
port program

Facilities and agencies available for related services

Eligibility determination for pupils for each type of unit

Procedure for screening

Analysis of data available on each t upil

Content of psychological study including name( s) of individ-
ual tests used

Criteria for admission to and dismissal from classes for each
type of unit

Coordination of program

Transportation

Nrmaiimililliwommaripimmuumeommorailigmll
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II. Physical Facilities

Location and description of classrooms and buildings,

Specialized equipment provided

Teaching aids and instructional supplies provided

III. Organization of Glasses for Each Type of Unit

Objectives

Methods used in reporting to parents

IV.

Plans for grouping students on elementary, junior high, and
senior high campuses (e.g., if chronological age groupings
are used for educable mentally retarded, state how grouped and
where)

Plans for participating in regular school program (basic aca-
demic classes are inappropriate for educable mentally retarded)

Plans for incorporating the services of a Vocational Rehabili-
tation counselor,for students at secondary sett.,_ig

Plans for utilizing local business establishments for on-the-job
training or laboratory training facilities

Responsibility of Personnel

Superintendent

Principals

Teacher-Coordinator of Program

Spe is 1 7due-ation-te

Regular classroom teachers

Placement committee (include membership by title)

V. Evaluation and Re-Evaluation

Total program

Periodic re-evaluations of pupils

39
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APPENDIX B

THE INDIVIDUAL

PSYCHOLOGICAL REPORT

AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION is a comprehensive pro-
cess requiring the gathering of information from a variety of sources, the
assessment 6f this information and the subsequent preparation of a written
report of findings and recommendations. The primary purpose of this re-
port is to assist the placement committee to make decisions concerning the
placement of the child in an appropriate educational setting and for the
teacher to become informed concerning the learning ability and limitations
of each child. To make recommendations appropriate to the educational
setting, the placement committee must consider carefully all pertinent
information. Some of this information is obtained by psychological tech-
niques and some of it is available from and/or obtained by others. Hence,
an individual psychological report is one in which the psychological examiner
takes into consideration information about physical condition, personal ad=
justment, social adjustment, intelligence, achievement, environment (e. g. ,

home, school, neighborhood) and related factors.

RESOURCES, such as the following, are used to obtain information needed:

Health records

Pupil personnel records

Anecdotal records

Standardized individual tests of intellectual functioning

Standardized and nonstandardized group and individual tests of
achievement

Observations of behavior in classroom and in other situations

Interviews with parents

Conferences with teachers and other school staff

Records of community agencies

Sometimes projective tests and techniques when the need is
indicated
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THE REPORT of an individual psychological evaluation should be written
with clarity and conciseness and in the language of the reader for whom it
is intended (i.e., the teacher, school administrator, placement committee
and other members of the school staff who need, to be informed). Obscure
technical terms should be avoided. Additional data of a confidential or
technical nature should remain in the psychological examiner's files, which
should be kept in a secure location. The material which follows suggests
what areas should be considered when preparing a written rvpert:

Identifying Data. The heading of a report of an individual psychological
evaluation should identify the pupil and provide any other information needed
for filing the report. Included should be the pupil's name, his birth date,
the name of the school he attends, the date of the evaluation, and the date
on which the report was submitted.

Reason for Referral. The reason for making the referral for individual
psychological evaluation should be. given.

Developmental History, Unusual developmental events (e. g. , age of walk-
ing, talking, toilet training) should be reported. It :s not necessary to write
a detailed history if the pupil's development has been essentially normal.

School History. Only those factors which are unusual need to be reported
(e.g., grades repeated, prolonged or frequent absences).

Physical Health. Reference to physical condition should be included.
Special mention should be made of physical characteristics which may affect
learning. Visual and auditory defects should be noted. Comments on phy-
sique or cosmetic defects may be included.

Intellectual Functioning. Findings in this area should be presented in terms
understandable to the persons for whom the report is intended. Descriptions
of the level or range of intellectual ability should be provided. Characteris-
tics, strengths or limitations of intellectual function need to be elaborated. e.c

Personality and Behavior. The report should include reference to attitudes,
needs, and conduct and other aspects of personality, attitudes, and social
action. Material obtained from projective techniques should be incorporated
into the total description rather than reported as isolated findings.

Achie'rernent. Emphasis should be placed on evidence of unusual retardation
or acceieration.

Summary. The summary should consist of a brief recapitulation of all
findings.

1 *Intelligence quotients and mental ages should be provided for :It:- administrator to reeord
on the summary sheet to justify eligibility of pupils in classes for special education.

II
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Recommendation. Recommendations for further action should be made in
the light of available information and subject to modifications as conditions
change. A suggested date for re-evaluation should be provided. *

*In the case of mentally retarded children, individual psychological re-evaluations should be
provided no less than once every three years in relatively uncomplicated cases. In cases
where conditions in addition to mental retardation are indicated, re-evaluations should be
accomplished each year, or as often as necessary to permit continuing estimates of the cf.
fects of complications over a reasonably short period of time.
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APPENDIX C
PERTINENT INFORMATION

RELATIVE TO
SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

ACCREDITATION STANDARDS*

PRINCIPAL VII There is a planned instructional program in operation thatleads to discovering and meeting the needs of each pupil.
Standard 18 If the minimum number of exceptional children live in thedistrict, special classes are operated for them.

STANDARDS for special education programs are as follows:

The special education program is operated in accordance withthe approved Local Plan for Organization and Administration ofSpecial Education Programs.

The number and types of units operating are the same as thoseapproved for the current school year.

Each teacher is properly certified in the area which he is as-signed to teach. In the case of combination units, the teacheris certified in both areas.

A summary sheet which lists the number of pupils used to justifyeach unit is on file. The summary includes the names of eachpupil, sex, age, intelligence quotient, disability, and date ofenrollment.

Each ten and eleven months approved program is justified by acalendar and schedule of activities.

The physical facilities, specialized equipment, and teachingaids are appropriate for the type unit in operation.

Pupil eligibility is determined by the placement committee uponthe basis of the compiled data as set forth in the State Plan forSpecial Education.

*PIONCIPMS AND STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITING ELEMENTARY, AND SECONDARYSCHOOLS, Bulletin 560, Texas Education Agency.
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FINANCING

Exceptional Children's Units are approved on the basis of need in the com-
munity according to the formula in the State Plan for Special Education.
The education of exceptional children in special education programs, as
defined by law, is financed by State and local funds.

Budget balanced school districts, as defined by the Minimum Foundation
Program Acts, pay the special education teachers' salaries and unit operat-
ing expenses from per capita and local funds. Schools qualifying for Mini-
mum Foundation Funds receive one hundred per cent of the minimum State
salary scale for special education teachers; however, school districts
which border on being budget balanced schools may receive less than one
hundred per cent of the minimum State salary schedule.

In addition to minimum salaries for teachers of special education, school
districts are allocated funds which may be used for maintenance, supplies,
utilities, insurance, etc. Districts will be allocated $600 for each eligible
classroom teacher unit and each approved special education unit.

PUPIL PERSONNEL ACCOUNTING

The average daily attendance (ADA) of exceptional children is reported
separately from the ADA accrued on pupils in regular classes and cannot
be used in the accrual to determine the number of eligible classroom
teacher units (CTU's). The only exceptions to this are when a child is
receiving speech and hearing therapy. In such cases, his attendance, when
enrolled in regular classes, may be reported as eligible attendance and
counted toward the eligibility for CTU's.

All special education teachers keep attendance records aid the following
guide lines will assist in the procedures for attendance. accounting:

The Official Teacher's Daily Register is kept on pupils enrolled in
classrooms for the blind, partially sighted, physically handicapped
(crippled and special health problems, minimally brain injured),
deaf and/or severely hard of hearing, educable mentally retarded,
and trainable mentall retarded. Pupils are coded as ineligible (I)
and the same procedures outlined in the register are followed.

The Official Teacher's Daily Register is also kept for the home-
bound and/or hospitalized pupils and coded as ineligible (I). To
meet the minimum requirement of three (3) hours instruction per
week, a pupil may be taught twice a week for one and one-half
hours (1 1/2) each period, or three (3) times a week for one (1) hour
each period. Instruction is comparable to a five day week; how-
ever, for attendance aceounting,i average daily attendance should
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be recorded and computed ONLY for those days on which the child
is in company of a teacher for purposes of instruction. Should the
child miss one of the designated instruction periods because of ill-
ness, ,therapy, or surgery, the absence should be entered in the
teacher's register as an absence for one day.

Speech Hearing lots are not required to keep an Official
Teacher's Daily Register, but a class roll book or forms developed
by the local school should be used to record the length and number
of therapy sessions for each pupil receiving therapy. Should a child
miss a scheduled session, an absence for that session should be
entered.

In the program for the Fducable Mentally Retarded the developmental
level of the pupil should be recorded in the Teacher's Daily Register
along with the other information recorded on each pupil. If the
Register furnished by the Texas Education Agency is used, Column 4,
page 1, may be used for this purpose. If other forms of pupil per-
sonnel accounting are in use, this information may be indicated
beside the student's name.

CONSULTATIVE SERVICES AVAILABLE TO LOCAL DISTRICTS

Consultative services from the Division of Special Education of the Texas
Education Agency are available to schools desiring assistance with special
education programs. Upol, request from the superintendent of schools, a
visit may be arranged to aosist with slich 9roblems as organization and
administration, eligibility of pupils, curriculum development, equipment
and supplies, developing a local plan, expanding the program, and specific
problems which may be peculiar to a particular school.
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APPENDIX D

TEXTBOOKS

FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN

REGULATIONS REGARDING ADOPTION TEXTBOOKS. Adoption textbooks
used in the Texas public schools are available to exceptional children at the
grade level in which they are achieving. Forms for obtaining textbooks are
distributed from the Texas Education Agency, Division of Textbooks. The
following plan shall be observed:

Include all pupils of special education classes in the total enroll-
ment figures used as the basis for textbook requisitions.

Include all special education teachers in each grade and subject
level that each is teaching in order that teacher's editions,-
manuals, and guides can be provided.

Local school officials are to retain out-of-adoption books as
may be needed to build a suitable library of such materials for
use by teachers and pupils.

In subjects where pupils advance more than one grade level
within a single year, additional textbooks will be allowed to
meet such needs if they cannot be met from the normal quota
of 110 per cent of the enrollment.

If the annual requisition for books for the past year did not in-
clude in the total enrollment the pupils of special education
classes, a supplemental requisition for books to meet the needs
of these classes may be filed.



REGULATIONS REGARDING TEXTBOOKS FOR VISUALLY HANDICAPPED
STUDENTS. Braille books, Large Type books, Talking books and tangible
apparatus are available for blind and partially sighted pupils under certain
conditions.

Students must be registered and certified as visually handi-
capped through the Division of Special, Education.

Forms to register and certify visually handicapped students are
mailed to all public school superintendents each year prior to
the first Monday in January and should be filed with the Texas
Education Agency, Division of Special Education within fifteen
(15) days after the first Monday in January.

Legally blind students enrolled in public schools on the first
Monday in January each year are eligible for Federal per capita
funds under Public Law 922 and also for State funds under S. B.
226, 56th Legislature.

Legally blind students enrolled in public schools after the first
Monday in January and partially sighted students are eligible
for State funds under Senate Bill. 35, 59th Legislature, 1965.

Federal fund allotments may be spent for Braille books, Large
Type books, Talking books and/or tangible apparatus. These
funds are restricted to any item or items listed in any of the
various catalogues and/or supplements published by the Ameri-
can Printing House for the Blind, Louisville, kentucy.

State fund allotments may be spent for Braille, Large Type,
and any other medium or apparatus which conveys information
to the reader or otherwise contributes to the learning process.

Catalogues, order forms, and procedures for ordering text-
books using State and/or Federal funds will be supplied from
the Texas Education Agency, Division of Textbooks.
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CERTIFICATION FOR
SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS

APPENDIX E-

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PERMANENT PROVISIONAL
CERTIFICATE FOR TEACHERS OF EXCEPTIONAL

CHILDREN ACCORDING TO THE SPECIALIZED AREAS

REQUIRED OF ALL TEACHERS

Completion of a baccalaureate degree (including 6 semester hours
in American History and the course(s) in Texas and Federal
Constitutions).

Completion of a general education program of around 60 semester
hours in courses that provide commonbaekgrounds and founda-
tions of our social and cultural heritage.

.1, OR A TEACHER OF DEFICIENT VISION

Completion of content course requirements for the elementary or
for the secondary schools, whichever is applicable.

12 semester hours in professional elementary or professional sec-
ondary education, whichever is applicable.

3 semester hours in a survey course in education for exceptional
children.

12 semester hours in courses directly related to teaching children
who are partially sighted or blind. The ability to read and write
Braille and to teach the reading and writing of Braille must be
included.

6 semester hours in directed teaching which shall be in both this
area of special education and the regular classroom.

FOR A TEACHER OF ORTHOPEDICALLY HANDICAPPED (Physically
Handicapped)

Completion of requirements in content courses for teachers in ele-
mentary or secondary schools, whichever is applicable.

12 semester hours in professional elementary or professional sec-
ondary education, whichever is applicable.

3 semester hours in a survey course in education for exceptional
children.

9 semester hours in courses directly related to teaching physically
handicapped children.

6 semester hours in directed teaching which shall be in both this
area of special education and the regular classroom.
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FOR A TEACHER OF THE HOMEBOUND OR HOSPITALIZED.

Hold a Texas permanent Provisional Certificate with elementary or
secondary endorsement.

Have on file in the superintendent's office evidence of the successful
completion of

3 semester hours in a survey course in education for ex-
ceptional children.
3 semester hours in a course directly related to teaching
orthopedically handicapped children.

No special certificate endorsement is required for the Homebound
or Hospitalized.

FOR A TEACHER OF DEAF AND/OR SEVERELY HARD OF HEARING

9 semester hours in content courses for the elementary school.
12 semester hours of either elementary or secondary courses,

whichever is applicable.
18 semester hours in courses directly related to the teaching of deaf

children; including courses in the areas of the anatomy of the
ear, nose and throat, techniques and interpretations of hearing
tests, speech development for the deaf, speech reading, audi-
tory training, and specialized techniques for content subjects.

6 semester hours indirected teaching in classes for deaf children.

FOR A TEACHER OF Mr.,NTALLY RETARDED

Completion of requirements in content courses for teachers in ele-
mentary schools.

12 semester hours in professional elementary education.
3 semester hours in a survey course in education for exceptional

children.
9 semester hours in courses directly related to teaching mentally

retarded children.
6 semester hours in directed teaching which shall be in both this

area of special education and the regular classroom.

FOR A SPEECH AND HEARING THERAPIST

18 semester hours in professional education courses, including at
least 9 semester hours in psychology.

3 semester hours in a survey course in education for exceptional
children.

27 semester hours of speech and hearing courses, with an area
designated as speech and hearing therapy. This shall include
300 clock hors of clinical practice, one-half of which must be
in a public school setting.
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6 semester hours in directed teaching in the field of speech and
hearing therapy. (100 clock hours in a public school may be
earned concurrently with the 6 semester hours of student
teaching.)

NOTE: For an individual who has already completed a baccalaureate degree
with preparation for teaching and desires an endorsement in the field of
special education, the college should consider the person's previous record
of preparation and experience and should appraise on an individual basis
the specific courses that should be taken to meet requirements for certifi-
cation. A transcript of college credits should be presented to a senior
college in Texas a -t is approved for preparation of teachers in the above
specialized areas.

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES OFFERING APPROVED
PROGRAMS FOR AREAS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

AS OF SEPTEMBER, 1965

DEFICIENT VISION

The University of TexasAustin
University of Houston -- Houston

ORTHOPEDICALLY HANDICAPPED (Physically Handicapped)

Baylor University--Waco
Lamar State College of Technology--Beaumont
Our Lady of the Lake College--San Antonio
Southwest Texas State College- -San Marcos
Texas Woman's University--Denton
The University of Texas--Austin
University of Houston--Houston

DEAF AND/OR SEVERELY HARD OF HEARING

Texas Woman's UniversityDenton
The University of Texas--Austin
Trinity UniversitySan Antonio
University of Houston--Houston
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MENTALLY RETARDED

Baylor University--Waco
Bishop College -- Dallas
East Texas State CollegeCommerce
Hardin-Simmons University-- Abilene
Incarnate Word College--San Antonio
Lamar State College of TechnologyBeaumont
Pan American College -- Edinburg
Sacred Heart Dominican CollegeHouston
Sam Houston State Teachers CollegeHuntsville
Southwest Texas State College--San Marcos
Stephen F. Austin State College--Nacogdoches
Texas College.of Arts and IndustriesKingsville
Texas Technological CollegeLdbhock
Texas Western College--El Paso
Texas Woman's University--Denton
The University of TexasAustin
University of Houston--Houston
West Texas State CollegeCanyon

SPEECH AND HEARING THERAPY

Abilene Christian College--Abilene
Baylor University--Waco
East Texas State College--Commerce
Hardin-Simmons University--Abilene
Lamar State College of Technology--Beaumont
North Texas State University -- Denton
Our Lady of the Lake College--San Antonio
Southern Methodist University--Dallas
Southwest Texas State College--San Marcos
Stephen F. Austin State CollegeNacogdoches
Texas Christian University--Fort Worth
Texas Technological CollegeLubbock
Texas Woman's University-- Denton
The University of Texas--Austin
University of HoustonHouston
West Texas State CollegeCanyon

NOTE: Before enrolling, please check with the college to be sure.that theprogram is still approved.

C
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PERMITS FOR SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT FOR ALL AREAS
OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

The Permit for Special Assignment is available onlyupon the request of an
employing superintendent. Special foims for the Permit are available upon
request from the Division of Teacher Education and Certification.

All initial applicants for Permits for Special Assignment after August 1,
1960, must meet the following requirements.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS for all persons who are to teach in an area of
special education on a Permit for Special Assignment:

Hold a baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution.

Hold a valid Texas teacher's certificate.

Have completed one year of teaching experieoce.

Superintendent will agree to make it possible for the teacher to
attend a one or two day orientation workshop in the specific
area to which assignment has been made. (The workshop to be
held in ajcentrally located area and conducted by a consultant
of the Division of Special Education.)

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS in addition to the above listed general require-
ments.

Blind

There must be one or more units in operation in this specific
area in the school system and staffed with a. teacher fully cer-
tified in this area.

The person for whom the permit is requested must be able to
read and write Braille.

LarH211ySiilited

There must be one or more units in operation in this specific
area in the school system and staffed with a teacher fully cer-
tified in this area.

Orthopedically 1 (Physic Handicapped)

Must meet all general requirements only.

Homebound of' Hospitalized

Must meet all general requirements only.
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There must be one or more units in operation in this specific
area in the school system and staffed with a teacher fully cer-tified in this area.

Mentally Retarded (Educable and Trainable)

. Must meet all general requirements only.

slastmagtalg.in Therapy

There must be one or more units in operation in this specificarea in the school system and staffed with a teacher fully cer-tified in this area.

The person for whom the permit is requested must have a majoror a minimum of 24 semester hours in the field of speech.
RENEWAL. For renewal of a Permit for Special Assignment in any areaof special education:

The teacher will present a college plan from an approved col-lege or university outlining the requirements to be completedfor securing a permanent Provisional Certificate in the desig-nated area of special education.

The teacher will present an official college transcript showingthe completion of 6 semester hours as required by the college.The first 6 semester hours to be taken must be directly relatedto the specific area of assignment.
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APPENDIX

TRANSPORTATION FOR CERTAIN

EXCEPTIONAL CHIDREN

Pupil Eligibility:

Each local school disttict desiring to provide special t-mnsportation under
Senate Bill No. 190, Acts of the 59th Legislature, to cerlain of its physically
and/or orthopedically handicapped, visually handicappt d, deaf or trainable
mentally retarded pupils attending approved exceptional. children programs
shall determine that each such individual pupil transported:

Is unable to utilize existing regular transportation services.

Would be unable to attend the exceptional (zhildren class unless
such special transportation is provided.

Transportation ottnenti

Each participating district on or before September 15, 1967
shall furnish the Texas Education Agency with an estimate of
the number of eligible exceptional children to be transported
for the 1967-63 school year.

A preliminary allotment based on the district's estimate will be
computed h multiplying the estimated number of pupils to be
transported by one hundred fifty ($150) dollars. This allotment
will become a part of the district's Foundation School Program
budget for the year.

The initial allotment in each year thereafter shall be the same
as the final allotment for the immediately preceding school year.

Each participating district on or before January 15 of each
school year will file with the Texas Education Agency an alpha-
betical listing of the pupils being transported on the first Monday
in December and shall certify that these pupils meet the eligi-
bility requirements of the Act. The final allotment to the
tr;Ict shall be computed by multiplying the number of eligible
pupils listed on the report by the per-pupil rate of one hundred
fifty ($150) dollars.
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Administration of State Funds Received:411010.......18
State Funds received for i'he transportation of exceptional chil-
dren must be deposited in a spei..ial fund to be entitled "Excep-
tional Transportation Fund" as stipulated in the Acts. Where a
district uses an Operating Fund Bank Account the internal ac-
counting records of the district must indicate clearly that the
State Funds are credited to the Exceptional Transportation Fund:

State Funds received may be used only for the transportation of
children in the district-operated exc:eptionai, children program.

Availability of Records for Audit:

Each participating district will be expected to make its pupil, eligibility and
fiscal records available for audit by the Field Audit Division of the Texas
Education Agency.
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