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A.

SUMMARY OF COOPERATIVE RESEARCH PROJECT
$ 325 No. OE 610049 |
Dr. Melvin Arnoff, Kent State University

Objectives
. o implement the recommendations of social scientists concerning content

in the elementary social studies curriculum which can be conveyed through
a unit at the first-grade level, "Families in Jopan. "

2. To develop a meaningful unit of study at the first-grade level which will
aid in the realization of the following goals:

a.  Help children compare the various patterns of family functioning
in a foreign culture with those in their own environment.

b.  Help children recognize similor and different patterns of family
functioning in cultures different from their own.

c.  Help children acquire skills, attitudes, and knowledge which will
cumulatively enhance their abilities to make accurate ond effective
interpretaticns of their physical and social world.

d.  Provide a resource unit which can be employed in @ Comparative
Problems Curriculum! included within the framework of @ more tradi-
tional curriculum, or modified to conform to various curriculum patterns.

e.  Toutilize teachers who have met specified criteria for the develop-
ment of methods, materials, and devices for presenting the unit.

3. To introduce at appropriate grade levels content which will enable children
to approach an understanding of the basic principles and generalizations of
sociolegy, economics, history, political science, and geography which
apply to functions of the family in all societies.

4.  To lay a content foundation upon which children can continue to build their
understandings of principles and generalizations of the social sciences.

Procedures

ive teachers, in addition to the elementary supervisor, were selected from
the almost 700 elementary teachers employed by the Springflald (Ohio) Public
Schools to serve as unit writers. Teachers were selected by the investigator, the
elementary supervisor, and the coordinator of instruction on the basis of specified
criteria which inciuded minimum standords of training, utilization of unit teaching
in the classroom, adjudged success in classroom teaching, ond interest in partici-
pating in the development of this unit. | |

~_ Unit writers attended a two-week seminar on the campus of Kent State University.
The first week of the workshop was devoted to lectures, conclaves, directed reading,
and film viewing under the guidance of the cooperating social scientists. The
lectures considered generalizations from the varinus social sciences, suggestions
for retources, and recommendations for the specific unit. (See Attachment | for o
program of the workshop.) During the second week of the seminar unit writers

4

lMelvin Arnoff, A Comparative Problems Curriculum,” Social Education
XXX, No. 2: 93-95, February 1966.
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outlined untt content and began writing under the guidance of the concsltants. In the
two weeks following the campus seminar, unit writers returned to Sprmgf'eld to .
complete the firs: draft of the unit which were then edited, eomp!led and subsequently
reviewed by the consultonts.

The preliminary form of fhe unit was utilized in a pilot program by the unit
writers plus twelve selected first-grade teachers who taught the unit and kept logs
concerning the appropriateness of unit content ond suggested approaches. These
logs were utilized by the project director in revising the unit. The revised unit

"~ again reviewed by the consultants, edited, and roprodnced in final form for distri=-

bution to state departments of sducation, university departments of education, and
to orgonizations directly concerned with modifying tho elementary social studies
curriculum.

The completed resource material "Fomilies in Jopan® is a resource unit from
which a teacher can select activities, content, materials, bibliography for students
and the teacher, - Objactives, Essential Generalizations, Learning Activities,
Content, which provides the teacher with a listing of needed Materials, A Suggested
Daily Lesson Plan, A Bibliography for teachers and students, and a listing of related
ﬂlms, filmsirips, music, and other teaching aids. Copies of the unit are available
from the Department of Elementary Education, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio

. at ! $2. 25. (li8pp )

/
v

//




ATTACHMENT I
SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM RESEARCH
: .Kent State Umiversi.ty -
Project & 325

Seminar Program
for Unit Writers
October 4 - 16, 1965

Sunday, October 3, 1965
Evening Arrival

Monday, October 4, 1965
9100 A.M. ALUMNI CONFERENCE ‘EOOM STUDENT UNION
- I». Clayton M. Schindler, Dean, College of
Education '
Dr. Roy W, Caughran, Chairman, Department of
Elementary Education
Dr. Thomas L, Lamb, Director, Regional
Services, Division of Academic Centers
Dr. Melvin Arnoff, Assistant Professor
Project Objectives and Design"

Tunch STUDENT UNION - ROOM 206

123 Library Tour - Mrs. Bone and Mrs. Herrick
3:00 University School Library - Miss Travis
4:00 ~ Flms ' g

"Japan® (27)
"Rice in Today's World" (11)

Dinner | (4:45-5345) . TERRACE DINING HALL |
?:30=9:00 PM. ‘Reception -~ STUDENT UNION - ROOM 206
Tuesday, October 5, 1965 ALUMNI CONFERENCE ROOM

9:00 A.M. Mrs. Cahill

| "Using the Curriculum Laboratory"
Lunch STUDENT UNION - ROOM 205
1:00 Japanese Film Festival

"Ancient Orient - The Far Eagt" (1#)
"Japan: An Historicel Overview" (14%)
“"Japan: East is West" (30)
“Japanese Village Iife" (15)

- YBoy of Japan: Itc" (11)

"Japan: Harvesting the Land and Sea" (27)
. ~ "Japan: Miracle in Asia" (30) . |
Dioner - KENT MOTOR N |

7:30-9:00 P.M. Dro. and Hrs. Roy Wenger
~ "Sh:lnto and Shibu:l."




Wednesday, October 6, 1965 ALUMNI CONFERENCE ROOM

9100 AM.

Lunch

- D.i.nner:
o 7:30 P.M.

"Survey of Geographic Principles"

Member cf Kent State University Department
of Geography I

 STUDENT UNION - ROOM 206

LEWJS CARROLL ROOM - CLEVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY
--(Parking: Women's Federal, 320 Superior
- Avenue)
(6.30) ROUND TABLE

Iibrary research. reading from suggested 1ist .

’I'lmrsdey, October 7, 1965 ROOM 205 (until 4:00 P.M.)

9 00-10:30
19:30-12:00

Lunch
1?:}.0 |
Dinner

| 9:30-9:00 P.M,

Friday, October 8, 1955
9300’11330 AM.

;I.ianch ;

1:30-3:30
' 3:30«5:00

D:I.nner

Dre Marvin Koller, Professor of Sociology
. Discussion of "Four Families"
"Japanese Family" (23)
"Children of Japan" (11)
"Japanese Fishing Village" (13)

ROOM 206
Readings from Smith bibliography

~ KENTWOOD

BOWMAN HALL - ROOM 313
Dr. Robert Smith, Professor of Anthropology, .
Cornell University

ALUMNI OONFERENCE ROOH o

ROBIN HOOD

Dr, Smith
Open

,TERRACE ROOM

Saturday, October 9, 1965 ALUMNI CONFERENCE ROOM

9 m.ll 30 A.n.

Lunch |
© 1:00-5:00-
' ,D:I.nnei' -

Dre Robert Hall, Jr., Associate Professor
- Geography, University of Rochester -

MIDWAY RES'I‘AURANI‘

Dr. Bl |
HARN'S msmunm

R e ."’.,-'-' "
3 75
_ )




Sunday, October 10, 1965 Open

Mbnday, October 11, 1965 ALHHNI CQNFERENCE ROOM L
- 9300-11:30 A.M, Dr. Robert Ward, Professor of Politi.cal
o Science, University of Michigan

" lumch ~ STUDENT UNION - ROOM 206
1:()0-5:30" v Dr. Wu& '
Dlmner  KENIWOOD

730 PM. Open
'~Tuesday, October 12, 1965
9:00 AM. Dr. Arnoff - Progress Evaluation
Lunch STUDENT UNION - Room 206
1100 " Dr. and Mre. Devid Moroi

"Japanese Life" - family patterns,
flower arrangingees »

Dinner 'TERRACE ROOM
Wedneaday, October 13
and Thursdu, October 14, 1965 Open scheduling
, Meals in TERRACE ROOM

Friday, October 15, 1965

9:00 A.M, Open
-Ianch | . TERRACE ROOM
D:i.nner - (5:00) Témpura Dinner

HOME OF Dr. and Mrs. Melvin Arnoff
Special Guests:
Dr. and Mrs. Masakatsu Shibagaki-
Dr. and Mrs. Akio Suzuki

: Saturday, October 16, 1965
, Library research. seminare, and conferences
with resident and visiting consultants, films
as needed, group evaluation of progress and
definition of areas for continued research.

"Lunch . KENT MOTOR HOTEL |
Afterncon . Departure for Springfield

Succeeding two weeks totally devoted to completing unit and other materials
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